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Fact Sheet: Records available without a request for access under the Access to Information Act
	
Section 90 of the Access to Information Act (ATIA) authorizes the head of a public body to specify categories of records that are in the custody or under the control of the public body and are available to the public without a formal access to information request under the Act. Access to records without a formal request is also known as proactive disclosure. 

Public bodies can take a proactive approach by setting up channels for the release of information and identifying records that are available without an access to information request under the Act. This may include posting information on the public body’s website or making program information available in public facing offices, or allowing direct release from a program area responsible for the records.  
Which categories of records would fall under proactive disclosure?
A head of a public body can use their discretion to determine what categories are available without a formal access to information request. Common examples include: 
· Expenses or financial records (e.g. contract and grants, travel expenses) 
· Resources (e.g. Guidelines, Fact sheets, publications)
· Reports (e.g. annual reports, what we heard results, statistical reports)
· Business planning or budget documents
· Surveys results

This means the head of the public body can weigh all factors relevant to the disclosure of the information.
What types of records are not publicly available to be accessed?
Under Section 90(2), any information that the head of a public body would be authorized or required to refuse to give access to under the ATIA may be excluded from a record that is available to the public without a request for access. In practice, this means that if a record contains sensitive or protected information that would normally be removed in response to a formal access to information request, those portions may be withheld before the record is made publicly available.
	
As a best practice, if a public body has removed information from a record disclosed under this section, it should consider including a statement that identifies information that was removed and the reason why.  

There is no right to request a review by the Information and Privacy Commissioner in relation to a decision respecting whether to make a record available to the public and the information contained in the record that is released.

It should be noted that section 92 does not permit individuals to make formal access requests for records already made available under Section 90. If an individual requests such information, the public body should direct them to where the records are published and provide guidance on how to obtain them if additional steps are required.
Are there fees to access records that are proactively disclosed?
A public body under section 90(3) may require a person who asks for a copy of a record to pay a fee, unless such a record can otherwise be accessed without a fee.
How does proactive disclosure benefit Albertans?
· Promotes transparency, accountability and consistency in government operations. 
· Increases public trust in Alberta's government institutions.
· Facilitates efficient access to government records for Albertans. 
· Demonstrates commitment to open government principles.
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