Highway 1 Bow River to Banff East Gate Wildlife Exclusion
Fencing Project
Alberta Transportation and Economic Corridors (TEC)

Alberta Transportation and Economic Corridors
(TEC) mandate is to provide all Albertans with a
safe and efficient transportation system. To
improve public and wildlife safety along the Trans-
Canada Highway (Highway 1) corridor between
Canmore, Alberta, and the Banff National Park
East Gate, TEC is installing a wildlife exclusion
fence. TEC has retained Dillon Consulting Limited
(Dillon) to complete the design and construction
supervision for this project.

Where we are now

The Project team engaged with local municipalities,
First Nations, and project stakeholders earlier this year
to share information about the wildlife exclusion fence
project and gather input to inform the design. Based
on the feedback obtained, the team has completed a
final design for the wildlife exclusion fence.
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Benefits of wildlife exclusion fencing

Wildlife exclusion fences are designed to protect
humans and wildlife alike. Some of the benefits include
the following:

e Protecting human lives
¢ Reducing animal-vehicle collisions
o Improving wildlife connectivity

Support for the wildlife fence project

The Government of Alberta has allocated $15 million
over three (3) years in the Budget 2024 Capital Plan to
mitigate animal-vehicle collisions on provincial
highways to improve the safety of the travelling public.
This investment includes the funding for the wildlife
exclusion fencing on Highway 1, from the Bow River in
Canmore, Alberta, to the Banff East Gate.

To address animal-vehicle collisions, the Government
of Alberta has implemented the Alberta Wildlife Watch
(AWW) Program, which aims to improve driver safety
and reduce the impacts of highways on wildlife. AWW
was developed in close collaboration with Federal
(Parks Canada) and Provincial Governments (Wildlife
Stewardship) with input from academia and
environmental non-governmental organizations.
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Wildlife exclusion fence location

The wildlife exclusion fence will extend along Highway
1 between the Bow River and Banff East Gate. It is to
be located adjacent to Highway 1 within the Highway
right-of-way. The fence will also extend along Highway
1A/Bow Valley Trail for approximately 1.2 km past the
Elk Run industrial area.

This project is expected to reduce animal-vehicle
collisions by up to 80% reducing the road related
mortality of local wildlife populations and is
expected to improve herd health.

Where the wildlife exclusion fencing crosses highway
access points wildlife guards will be installed to
exclude wildlife while allowing vehicle access. These
guards have been designed specifically to exclude
animals from the highway and located to minimize
noise impacts.

Fence crossings along the Legacy Trail have been
kept to a minimum, with one planned gate within the
Banff National Park. It is anticipated that this gate will
remain open in the summer months to provide
unimpeded access for pedestrians and cyclists. An
electromat is expected to be installed in the future by
Parks Canada and be used as a deterrent to animals.
The electromat sensations will not be felt by users
wearing insulated shoes or on bikes. Similar mats
have been used successfully within Banff National
Park.
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The wildlife exclusion fence will allow

animals to move through the Bow Valley

One-way escape gates (commonly referred to as
Jump-Outs) will be installed along the fenceline at
appropriate locations, providing animals with a way to
safely exit the wildlife exclusion area, if needed.

At el AN (ALY
Jump-outs and other

nimal safety considerations

have been incorporated into the design of the wildlife
exclusion fence. The fence has been designed to
guide wildlife to existing safe crossing opportunities
along Highway 1. Over time, this will enhance habitat
connectivity for wildlife populations and biodiversity
that would otherwise be disconnected by major
roadways.

Stay informed about the wildlife exclusion
fence project

To speak with a project team member about the
wildlife exclusion fence project, please email the
project team at: bow2banff-fence@dillon.ca
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