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Introduction

The written responses in this document are examples of Social Studies 30–1 Diploma Examination writing that that received 
scores of Satisfactory (S), Proficient (Pf), and Excellent (E). These example responses are taken from the January 2024 Social 
Studies 30–1 Diploma Examination. Along with the commentaries that accompany them, they should help you and your students 
to understand the standards for Social Studies 30–1 diploma examination writing in relation to the scoring criteria.

The purpose of the example responses is to illustrate the standards that governed the January 2024 marking session. The 
example responses and the commentaries were also used to train markers to apply the scoring criteria consistently and to justify 
their decisions about scores in terms of an individual student’s work and the criteria.

These example responses represent a small sample of how students successfully approached the assignments.

Selection and use of example papers
The teachers on the Standards Confirmation Committee for the January 2024 marking session selected the examples of student 
papers included here. They also wrote the commentaries that discuss the students’ writing in terms of the scoring criteria.

During their preparation for the marking session, group leaders (teachers specially selected to assist Provincial Assessment 
Sector staff during the marking session) reviewed and validated the standards represented by these example papers. Group 
leaders then used these example papers to train the teachers who marked the written‑response sections of the January 2024 
Social Studies 30–1 Diploma Examination.

Cautions

1.	 The commentaries are brief. 
 
The commentaries were written for groups of markers to discuss and then to apply during the marking session. Although 
brief, they provide a model for relating specific examples of student writing to the details in a specific scoring criterion.

2.	 Neither the scoring guide nor the assignments are meant to limit students to a single organizational or 
rhetorical approach in completing any diploma examination assignment. 
 
Students must be free to select and organize their materials in a manner that they feel will enable them to best present 
their ideas. In fact, part of what is being assessed is the final effectiveness of the content, as well as the organizational and 
rhetorical choices that students make. 
 
The examples of student writing in this document illustrate just a few of the many organizational and rhetorical strategies 
used successfully by students in January 2024. We strongly recommend that you caution your students that there is no 
preferred approach to an assignment except the one that best accomplishes the individual student’s goal of effectively 
communicating his or her own ideas about the topic.  
 
We advise you not to draw any conclusions about common patterns of approach taken by students.
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3.	 The example papers presented in this document must not be used as models for instructional purposes. 
 
Because these example papers are illustrations only, and because they are example responses to a set topic, students 
must be cautioned not to memorize the content of any of these assignments and not to use them either when completing 
classroom assignments or when writing future diploma examinations. Examination markers and staff at Alberta Education 
take any hint of plagiarism or cheating extremely seriously. The consequences for students are grave.  
 
The approaches taken by students at the standard of excellence are what other students should consider emulating, not 
their words or ideas. In fact, it is hoped that the variety of approaches presented here will inspire students to take risks—to 
experiment with diction, syntax, and organization as a way to develop an individual style and to engage the reader in ideas 
that the student has considered.

4.	 It is essential that you consider each of the examples of student writing within the constraints of the 
examination situation. 
 
Under examination conditions, students produce first-draft writing. Given access to additional resources, students would be 
expected to produce papers of considerably improved quality, particularly in the dimension of Communication. 
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2024 Writing Assignments

January 2024

Social Studies 30–1
Part A: Written Response
Grade 12 Diploma Examination

Description

Time: 3 hours. This examination was  
developed to be completed in 3 hours;  
however, you may take up to 6 hours to  
complete the examination, should you need it.

Plan your time carefully.

Part A: Written Response consists of two 
assignments worth 50% of the total Social 
Studies 30–1 Diploma Examination mark.

Evaluation: Your written‑response  
evaluation will be based on the following  
weightings:

Assignment I: Source Interpretation  
Value: 20% of total examination mark
• Interpretation of Sources
• Relationships
• Communication

Assignment II: Position Paper 
Value: 30% of total examination mark
• Analysis of Source
• Argumentation
• Evidence
• Communication

Do not write your name anywhere in the 
booklet or on your response. Feel free to 
make handwritten revisions directly on  
your final response.

Instructions

 • Complete both assignments.

 • You may use the following print  
references:
– an English and/or bilingual dictionary
– a thesaurus
– an authorized writing handbook

 • Space is provided in the booklet for 
planning.

 • It is your responsibility to print out  
(or handwrite) and staple all of your final  
written work to the designated pages in  
the booklet. You must also verify that  
this has been done correctly. Page 7 
illustrates how to attach your final work  
to the booklet.

Additional Instructions for Students  
Using Word Processors

 • Format your work using an easy‑to‑ 
read 12‑point font, double space, and  
use headers and footers as illustrated 
on page 7.

Additional Instructions for Students  
Who are Handwriting

 • Use the paper provided by your school  
for handwritten work. Note that there  
is no paper provided in the booklet for  
final written work. 

 • Use blue or black ink for handwritten  
work.
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Assignment I: Source Interpretation
Value: 20% of the total examination mark
Suggested time: 60 to 75 minutes
Suggested word count range: 500 to 1400 words

Source I Jefferson, Thomas. “Thomas Jefferson to William Charles Jarvis, September 28, 1820.” Letter. The Thomas Jefferson Papers at the 
Library of Congress: Series 1, General Correspondence. 1651 to 1827. hdl.loc.gov/loc.mss/mtj.mtjbib023901.

Examine all three sources on pages 2 and 3 and complete the assignment on page 5.

Assignment I – Sources

Source I

When the legislative or executive functionaries act unconstitutionally, they are 
responsible to the people in their elective capacity. … I know no safe depository of 
the ultimate powers of the society, but the people themselves: and if we think them 
not enlightened enough to exercise their control with a wholesome discretion, the 
remedy is, not to take it from them, but to inform their discretion by education.

—Thomas Jefferson

Source II

The results of many elections in Canada and the United States show that voter 
apathy is rampant. Voter turnout is often in the 50–60 percent range, with even lower 
numbers in the younger demographics. As concerning as voter apathy is, of equal 
concern is the uninformed or misinformed voter. Numerous candidates have won 
despite running controversial campaigns. It is time to take away the privilege of 
voting and allow the strong, intellectual leaders of the country to follow their vision 
for a prosperous future.
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Source III

 

Source III  Adam Zyglis/politicalcartoons.com
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Examine all three sources on pages 2 and 3 and complete the following assignment.

Assignment

Examine each source.

Write a response in paragraph form in which you must:

• interpret each source to demonstrate your understanding of how each source
links to liberalism

AND

• explain one or more of the relationships that exist among all three sources

Reminders for Writing
• Organize your response

• Proofread your response
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Assignment II: Position Paper
Value: 30% of the total examination mark
Suggested time: 90 to 105 minutes
Suggested word count range: 750 to 1600 words

Analyze the following source and complete the assignment.

Source

The desire to achieve economic equality in society is naive and 
unrealistic. If individuals are to achieve their greatest potential, 
it is critical that government not interfere in the natural 
functioning of the economy.

Assignment

To what extent should we embrace the ideological 
perspective(s) reflected in the source?

Write an essay in which you must:

• analyze the source to demonstrate an understanding of the ideological
perspective(s) reflected in the source

• establish and argue a position in response to the question presented

• support your position and arguments by using evidence from your knowledge and
understanding of social studies

Reminders for Writing
• Organize your essay

• Proofread your essay
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Page 1 of 3

Examples of Students’ Writing with Teachers’ Commentaries

Social Studies 30–1 Source Interpretation Assignment, January 2024

Example Scored Satisfactory (S)
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Social Studies 30–1 Assignment I, January 2024, Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)

Page 2 of 3
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Page 3 of 3

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment I, January 2024, Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2024 
Assignment I: Source Interpretation 
Example Paper—Satisfactory (S)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Interpretation of Source I

Satisfactory

S

•	 Interpretation of the source is 
adequate, straightforward, and 
conventional, demonstrating 
a generalized understanding of links 
to liberalism.

The writer’s interpretation that “taking away suffrage from 
people is not going to fix it” (p. 1) and that “The remedy to it is 
to educate people about their discretion” (p. 1) is adequate.

The writer’s explanation that “democracy is the best for 
society” (p. 1) and the ideological reference to “modem liberal 
views” (p. 1) in support of education and “universal suffrage 
with no discrimination” (p. 1) demonstrates a generalized 
understanding of links to liberalism.

Interpretation of Source II

Satisfactory

S

•	 Interpretation of the source is 
adequate, straightforward, and 
conventional, demonstrating 
a generalized understanding of links 
to liberalism.

The writer’s interpretation that the source “criticizes universal 
suffrage and democracy” (p. 1) is adequately developed by 
referencing that “numerous candidates who run controversial 
campaigns have won elections” (p. 1).

The identification that the ideological perspective of the 
source aligns with those of “Edmund Burke’s philosophy” 
(p. 1) and, therefore, reflects “conservative views” (p. 1), 
is straightforward and demonstrates a generalized 
understanding of links to liberalism.

Interpretation of Source III

Satisfactory

S

•	 Interpretation of the source is 
adequate, straightforward, and 
conventional, demonstrating 
a generalized understanding of links 
to liberalism.

The writer adequately identifies that capitalism “creates large 
wealth gaps” (p. 2). This is followed by a straightforward 
explanation that a “capitalist government prioritizing its 
attention to the corporations rather than the people” (p. 2) 
results in corporations having “more voice in the government 
than the regular people” (p. 2).

The reference to a “capitalist government” (p. 2) demonstrates 
a generalized understanding of links to liberalism. The first 
part of the interpretation is mostly descriptive and does not 
further the writer’s understanding of the source.
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Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Relationships

•	 The explanation of relationship(s) is 
adequate and straightforward.

The writer’s identification that “a common theme of people’s 
voices and their role in government” (p. 2) is supported by 
a straightforward explanation of how each source presents 
those voices. The explanation of how Source I and Source III 
contrast with the assertion in Source II that “They do not 
believe all people are equal” (p. 3) is adequate.

Satisfactory

S

Communication

•	 Vocabulary is conventional and 
generalized.

The vocabulary is conventional and generalized; for example: 
“conservative views” (p. 1) and “large wealth gaps” (p. 2).

Satisfactory

S
•	 Sentence structure is controlled and 

straightforward.
Sentence structure is controlled and straightforward; for 
example: “Their remedy is to take away the privilege of 
universal suffrage so that only strong and wise leaders are 
able to run the country” (p. 1).

•	 The writing demonstrates basic 
control of mechanics and grammar 
and is adequately organized.

The writing demonstrates a basic control of mechanics and   
grammar and is adequately organized.
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Page 1 of 4

Examples of Students’ Writing with Teachers’ Commentaries

Social Studies 30–1 Source Interpretation Assignment, January 2024

Example Scored Proficient (Pf)
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Social Studies 30–1 Assignment I, January 2024, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)

Page 2 of 4
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Page 3 of 4

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment I, January 2024, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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Page 4 of 4

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment I, January 2024, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2024 
Assignment I: Source Interpretation 
Example Paper—Proficient (Pf)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Interpretation of Source I

Proficient

Pf

•	 Interpretation of the source is 
logical, specific, and adept, 
demonstrating a sound 
understanding of links to liberalism.

The writer’s interpretation that “the representatives must be 
held responsible by their electors” (p. 1) is specific. This is 
furthered by an adept discussion of how a citizen’s role is to 
act as a “supervisor of government action” (p. 1).

The recognition that “the role of the government 
as a representation of the will of the people” (p. 1) 
demonstrates a sound understanding of links to liberalism.

Interpretation of Source II

Proficient

Pf

•	 Interpretation of the source is 
logical, specific, and adept, 
demonstrating a sound 
understanding of links to liberalism.

The identification that the source “takes a Hobbes-like 
perspective on government” (p. 2) is specific.

Additionally, the writer demonstrates a sound understanding 
of links to liberalism when acknowledging “an anti-liberalist 
view on the people’s role in government, supporting 
a plutocratic system, where the government is run by 
a few intellectually superior individuals” (p. 2).

Interpretation of Source III

Proficient

Pf

•	 Interpretation of the source is 
logical, specific, and adept, 
demonstrating a sound 
understanding of links to liberalism.

The writer’s interpretation that “the people do not have 
access to the government, while corporations can have their 
interests taken into account by the government, due to their 
funds” (pp. 2–3) is adept.

The writer logically identifies “the relationship between 
corporations and the democratic system” (p. 2).

Furthermore, “whether free market capitalism, an aspect of 
liberalism, can coexist with free and fair democracy” (p. 3) 
demonstrates a sound understanding of links to liberalism.
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Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Relationships

•	 The explanation of relationship(s) is 
capable and purposeful.

The writer purposely identifies a common thread in “the role 
and ability of the people to interact with the government” 
(p. 3).

The writer expands on this capably with qualifying 
statements; for example: “Source three has a perspective on 
the same issue of to what degree individuals should interact 
with the government, as it brings forth the idea that they 
are being denied equal ability to do this in comparison to 
corporations” (p. 4).

Proficient

Pf

Communication

Proficient

Pf

•	 Vocabulary is appropriate and 
specific.

The vocabulary is appropriate and specific; for example: 
“accountable” (p. 1) and “contemporary” (p. 2).

•	 Sentence structure is controlled and 
effective. 

The writer demonstrates controlled and effective sentence 
structure; for example: “This aligns with the principles of 
liberalism, as it calls for democracy, individual rights and 
freedoms, and rule of law” (p. 1).

•	 The writing demonstrates capable 
control of mechanics and grammar 
and is purposefully organized.

The writing demonstrates capable control of mechanics and 
grammar, and the response is purposefully organized.
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Page 1 of 5

Examples of Students’ Writing with Teachers’ Commentaries

Social Studies 30–1 Source Interpretation Assignment, January 2024

Example Scored Excellent (E)
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Social Studies 30–1 Assignment I, January 2024, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)

Page 2 of 5
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Page 3 of 5

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment I, January 2024, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Page 4 of 5

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment I, January 2024, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Page 5 of 5

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment I, January 2024, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2024 
Assignment I: Source Interpretation 
Example Paper—Excellent (E)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Interpretation of Source I

Excellent

E

•	 Interpretation of the source is 
sophisticated, insightful, and 
precise, demonstrating a perceptive 
understanding of links to liberalism.

The interpretation that education leads to an informed public 
that has “the ability to participate in the decision-making 
process, as they are ultimately who it affects” (p. 1) is precise. 
The writer further recognizes that education is integral for 
citizens to hold the government accountable and “behave 
constitutionally” (p. 1).

The writer demonstrates a perceptive understanding of links 
to liberalism through a nuanced discussion of the potential 
risks of a “Concentration of power” (p. 1), including the “spiral 
into a dictatorship, the abuse of power, and deprivation of civil 
liberties” (p. 1). The recognition that establishing an informed 
population can mitigate these dangers is insightful.

Interpretation of Source II

Excellent

E

•	 Interpretation of the source is 
sophisticated, insightful, and 
precise, demonstrating a perceptive 
understanding of links to liberalism.

The interpretation demonstrates a perceptive understanding 
that when civic responsibilities are neglected through “voter 
apathy and indifference towards political issues” (p. 2), 
a consequence is “transferring this right to a selection of 
knowledgeable individuals” (p. 2). Furthermore, the writer 
demonstrates precision by recognizing that the source 
advocates for a “considerable transition” (p. 2) in existing 
democracies to ensure that issues are “dutifully attended to” 
(p. 2).

The discussion that further analysis is needed “of the deeper 
problems” (p. 2) that exist in the democracies of Canada 
and the United States before removing voting rights is 
sophisticated.
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Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Interpretation of Source III

Excellent

E

•	 Interpretation of the source is 
sophisticated, insightful, and 
precise, demonstrating a perceptive 
understanding of links to liberalism.

The identification that corporations “can use their affluence 
to impact government decisions” (p. 2) while citizens 
cannot access “the people that represent them” (p. 3) is 
precise. This is furthered by the acknowledgement that 
governments do this because they receive benefits from 
corporations. Additionally, the writer perceptively interprets 
that corporations’ pursuit of profits, coupled with tolerance 
from the government, can result in the rights of citizens being 
“trampled” (p. 3).

The discussion that the democratic rights of people is limited 
when governments favour corporations is sophisticated.

Relationships

Excellent

E

•	 The explanation of relationship(s) is 
perceptive and thorough.

The writer perceptively recognizes that all three sources relate 
to the extent to which individuals are able to influence the 
government and acknowledges the “dilemma of who should 
hold decision making power in society” (p. 4).

The explanation of who should have influence in democracies 
is thorough; for example: “the sources do differ in that while 
the first source focuses on why the people must hold the 
power and how to best maintain it, the third source gives 
more insight into causation for its loss and the consequential 
effects” (p. 5).

Communication

Excellent

E

•	 Vocabulary is precise and 
deliberately chosen.

Vocabulary is precise and deliberately chosen; for example: 
“civil responsibility” (p. 2) and “insurmountable task” (p. 3).

•	 Sentence structure is controlled and 
sophisticated.

Sentence structure is controlled and sophisticated; for 
example: “By recognizing the power of the legislative and 
executive branches of government, the source demonstrates 
how dangerous the potential is for the people to not be 
involved and leave the decisions and laws to be made by 
a governing body who, being human just as everyone else, 
would be subject to inclinations of self-interest” (p. 1).

•	 The writing demonstrates skillful 
control of mechanics and grammar 
and is judiciously organized.

The writing demonstrates skillful control of mechanics and 
grammar, and the response is judiciously organized.



27Social Studies 30–1 Examples of the Standards for Students’ Writing  |  Alberta Education, Provincial Assessment

Examples of Students’ Writing with Teachers’ Commentaries

Social Studies 30–1 Position Paper Assignment, January 2024

Example Scored Satisfactory (S) — Response unavailable.

Response unavailable.
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Page 1 of 4

Examples of Students’ Writing with Teachers’ Commentaries

Social Studies 30–1 Position Paper Assignment, January 2024

Example Scored Proficient (Pf)
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Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2024, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)

Page 2 of 4



30 Social Studies 30–1 Examples of the Standards for Students’ Writing  |  Alberta Education, Provincial Assessment 

Page 3 of 4

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2024, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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Page 4 of 4

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2024, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2024 
Assignment II: Position Paper 
Example Paper—Proficient (Pf)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Analysis of Source

Proficient

Pf

•	 The analysis of the source is 
is capable and adept; a sound 
understanding of the ideological 
perspective(s) is demonstrated.

The writer demonstrates a capable understanding of 
liberalism by linking communism, as promoted by Karl Marx, 
with a decline in motivation, and then contrasts these ideas 
with the economic liberal philosophy of Adam Smith.

The writer’s adept recognition that “This characteristic of 
a collectivist state can lead to a lack of motivation amongst 
all individuals, as individuals don’t have the spark to work 
hard if their income is going to be distributed anyway” (p. 1) is 
supported with the acknowledgement that “when individuals 
are responsible for themselves, they are more innovative and 
they work harder, leading to more success” (p. 1).

Argumentation

Proficient

Pf

•	 The position established is 
persuasively supported by 
purposefully chosen and developed 
argument(s).

The writer’s nuanced position that “the ideological 
perspective mentioned in the source should only be partially 
embraced, because economic systems and their impacts 
are complex, making it favorable for all if there is a balance 
between socialist and capitalist characteristics” (p. 4) is 
purposefully chosen and developed.

•	 The argumentation is logical and 
capably developed, demonstrating 
a sound understanding of the 
assignment.

The writer logically and capably develops the related positions 
that “Having excessive government involvement in society, 
can lead to the downfall of the economy” (p. 1) and “Similarly, 
not having government interference in society, can also lead 
to the downfall of the economy” (p. 2).

•	 The relationship between the 
position taken, argumentation, 
and the ideological perspective 
presented in the source is clearly 
developed.

The relationship between the position taken, argumentation, 
and the ideological perspective presented in the source is 
clearly developed at the end of each paragraph.
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Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Evidence

Proficient

Pf

•	 Evidence is specific and purposeful.. The writer’s discussion of the fiscal and monetary measures 
employed by the Roosevelt administration to “mitigate the 
effects of a recession” (p. 3) is purposeful.

•	 Evidence may contain some minor 
errors.

The writer’s exploration of the negative consequences of 
excessive government interference under Stalin, combined 
with the negative consequences of not enough interference 
in the United States prior to the 1930s, results in a capable 
discussion of the downfall of economic policies.

•	 A capable and adept discussion 
of evidence reveals a solid 
understanding of social studies 
knowledge and its application to the 
assignment.

The writer’s recognition that in Canada’s modem liberal 
economy, “An individual can only ‘achieve their greatest 
potential’ as mentioned in the source, if they have good health 
and are able to work” (p. 3), is adept.

Communication

Proficient

Pf

•	 The writing is clear and purposefully 
organized.

The writing is clear and purposefully organized.

•	 Control of syntax, mechanics, and 
grammar is capable.

The writer demonstrates capable control of syntax, 
mechanics and grammar; for example: “If Stalin didn’t abolish 
the NEP and allowed some government interference, the 
famine could have been avoided and the nation could have 
progressed” (p. 2).

•	 Vocabulary is appropriate and 
specific.

Vocabulary is appropriate and specific; for example: 
“progressive taxation” (p. 3) and “culture of innovation” (p. 4).

•	 Minor errors in language do not 
impede communication.

Minor errors do not impede the communication. 
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Examples of Students’ Writing with Teachers’ Commentaries

Social Studies 30–1 Position Paper Assignment, January 2024

Example Scored Excellent (E)

Page 1 of 6
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Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2024, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)

Page 2 of 6
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Page 3 of 6

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2024, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Page 4 of 6

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2024, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)



38 Social Studies 30–1 Examples of the Standards for Students’ Writing  |  Alberta Education, Provincial Assessment 

Page 5 of 6

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2024, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Page 6 of 6

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2024, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2024 
Assignment II: Position Paper 
Example Paper—Excellent (E)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Analysis of Source

Excellent

E

•	 The analysis of the source is 
is insightful and sophisticated; 
a comprehensive understanding 
of the ideological perspective(s) is 
demonstrated.

The writer demonstrates a sophisticated analysis of the 
source in their understanding of key aspects of classical 
liberalism and Smith’s economic theory that freedom from 
government intervention allows for greater prosperity and 
greater opportunity for innovation.

The writer’s insightful analysis is furthered by the precise 
contrasting of the methodology employed by interventionist 
governments to create greater economic equality; for 
example: “Degrees to which certain ideologies wish to 
achieve economic equality vary greatly; modern liberalism 
and socialism may use progressive taxation or universal basic 
income to provide a basis of wealth for its citizens, whereas 
communism advocates for completely equal distribution of 
wealth between all members of society” (p. 2).

The writer demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of 
the laissez-faire capitalist perspective of the source.

Argumentation

Excellent

E

•	 The position established is 
convincingly supported by 
judiciously chosen and developed 
argument(s).

The writer’s position that “The economic regulations of 
a modern liberal government are beneficial to the overall 
wellbeing of its citizens, but the extreme ends of having too 
much or too little regulation on the economy can be incredibly 
dangerous to society” (p. 2) is supported by judiciously 
chosen and developed arguments.

•	 The argumentation is consistent 
and compelling, demonstrating 
an insightful understanding of the 
assignment.

The argument that unregulated capitalism can create vast 
wealth and rapid economic growth while also creating 
“wealth inequality, overcrowded living conditions, pollution, 
child labour, and lack of workers protections” (p. 2) reveals a 
perceptive relationship between the position taken and the 
ideological perspective.

•	 The relationship between the 
position taken, argumentation, 
and the ideological perspective 
presented in the source is 
perceptively developed.

The writer effectively embeds related concepts of success 
and government support throughout their argumentation, 
demonstrating a perceptive relationship between position, 
argumentation, and ideological perspective presented in the 
source.
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Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Evidence

Excellent

E

•	 Evidence is sophisticated and 
deliberately chosen.

The writer’s choice of evidence is sophisticated and 
deliberately chosen; for example: “Ronald Reagan’s neoliberal 
approach to economic issues in America in the 1980’s, such 
as inflation and unemployment, stripped away the needed 
government regulations on taxes, workers rights, and income 
equality” (p. 3).

•	 The relative absence of error is 
impressive.

•	 A thorough and comprehensive 
discussion of evidence reveals 
an insightful understanding of 
social studies knowledge and its 
application to the assignment. 

A thorough discussion of Lenin’s justification for using the 
New Economic Policy and specific actions taken by Roosevelt 
as part of the New Deal reveal an insightful understanding 
of social studies knowledge and its application to the 
assignment.

Communication

Excellent

E

•	 The writing is fluent, skillfully 
structured, and judiciously 
organized.

The writing is fluent, skillfully structured, and judiciously 
organized; for example: “Lenin’s introduction of his ‘New 
Economic Policy’ allowed minor capitalist reforms to the 
command economy, providing an example of why eliminating 
all economic freedom, self-interest, and competition is 
harmful to an economy” (p. 4).

•	 Control of syntax, mechanics, and 
grammar is sophisticated.

•	 Vocabulary is precise and 
deliberately chosen.

Vocabulary is precise and deliberately chosen; for example: 
“endorsed” (p. 1), “neoliberalism” (p. 3), and  “implausible” 
(p. 4).

•	 The relative absence of error is 
impressive.

The relative absence of error compared to the complexity and 
length of the response is impressive. 
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