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Introduction

The written responses in this document are examples of Social Studies 30–1 Diploma Examination writing that that received 
scores of Satisfactory (S), Proficient (Pf), and Excellent (E). These example responses are taken from the January 2023 Social 
Studies 30–1 Diploma Examination. Along with the commentaries that accompany them, they should help you and your students 
to understand the standards for Social Studies 30–1 diploma examination writing in relation to the scoring criteria.

The purpose of the example responses is to illustrate the standards that governed the January 2023 marking session. The 
example responses and the commentaries were also used to train markers to apply the scoring criteria consistently and to justify 
their decisions about scores in terms of an individual student’s work and the criteria.

These example responses represent a small sample of how students successfully approached the assignments.

Selection and use of example papers
The teachers on the Standards Confirmation Committee for the January 2023 marking session selected the examples of student 
papers included here. They also wrote the commentaries that discuss the students’ writing in terms of the scoring criteria.

During their preparation for the marking session, group leaders (teachers specially selected to assist Provincial Assessment 
Sector staff during the marking session) reviewed and validated the standards represented by these example papers. Group 
leaders then used these example papers to train the teachers who marked the written‑response sections of the January 2023 
Social Studies 30–1 Diploma Examination.

Cautions

1.	 The commentaries are brief. 
 
The commentaries were written for groups of markers to discuss and then to apply during the marking session. Although 
brief, they provide a model for relating specific examples of student writing to the details in a specific scoring criterion.

2.	 Neither the scoring guide nor the assignments are meant to limit students to a single organizational or 
rhetorical approach in completing any diploma examination assignment. 
 
Students must be free to select and organize their materials in a manner that they feel will enable them to best present 
their ideas. In fact, part of what is being assessed is the final effectiveness of the content, as well as the organizational and 
rhetorical choices that students make. 
 
The examples of student writing in this document illustrate just a few of the many organizational and rhetorical strategies 
used successfully by students in January 2023. We strongly recommend that you caution your students that there is no 
preferred approach to an assignment except the one that best accomplishes the individual student’s goal of effectively 
communicating his or her own ideas about the topic.  
 
We advise you not to draw any conclusions about common patterns of approach taken by students.
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3.	 The example papers presented in this document must not be used as models for instructional purposes. 
 
Because these example papers are illustrations only, and because they are example responses to a set topic, students 
must be cautioned not to memorize the content of any of these assignments and not to use them either when completing 
classroom assignments or when writing future diploma examinations. Examination markers and staff at Alberta Education 
take any hint of plagiarism or cheating extremely seriously. The consequences for students are grave.  
 
The approaches taken by students at the standard of excellence are what other students should consider emulating, not 
their words or ideas. In fact, it is hoped that the variety of approaches presented here will inspire students to take risks—to 
experiment with diction, syntax, and organization as a way to develop an individual style and to engage the reader in ideas 
that the student has considered.

4.	 It is essential that you consider each of the examples of student writing within the constraints of the 
examination situation. 
 
Under examination conditions, students produce first-draft writing. Given access to additional resources, students would be 
expected to produce papers of considerably improved quality, particularly in the dimension of Communication. 
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2023 Writing Assignments

January 2023

Social Studies 30–1
Part A: Written Response
Grade 12 Diploma Examination

Description

Time: 3 hours. This examination was  
developed to be completed in 3 hours;  
however, you may take up to 6 hours to  
complete the examination, should you need it.

Plan your time carefully.

Part A: Written Response consists of two 
assignments worth 50% of the total Social 
Studies 30–1 Diploma Examination mark.

Evaluation: Your written-response  
evaluation will be based on the following  
weightings:

Assignment I: Source Interpretation  
Value: 20% of total examination mark
• Interpretation of Sources
• Relationships
• Communication

Assignment II: Position Paper 
Value: 30% of total examination mark
• Analysis of Source
• Argumentation
• Evidence
• Communication

Do not write your name anywhere in the 
booklet or on your response. Feel free to 
make handwritten revisions directly on  
your final response.

Instructions

 • Complete both assignments.

 • You may use the following print  
references:
– an English and/or bilingual dictionary
– a thesaurus
– an authorized writing handbook

 • Space is provided in the booklet for 
planning.

 • It is your responsibility to print out  
(or handwrite) and staple all of your final  
written work to the designated pages in  
the booklet. You must also verify that  
this has been done correctly. Page 7 
illustrates how to attach your final work  
to the booklet.

Additional Instructions for Students  
Using Word Processors

 • Format your work using an easy-to- 
read 12-point font, double space, and  
use headers and footers as illustrated 
on page 7.

Additional Instructions for Students  
Who are Handwriting

 • Use the paper provided by your school  
for handwritten work. Note that there  
is no paper provided in the booklet for  
final written work. 

 • Use blue or black ink for handwritten  
work.
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Assignment I: Source Interpretation
Value: 20% of the total examination mark
Suggested time: 60 to 75 minutes
Suggested word count range: 500 to 1400 words

Examine all three sources on pages 2 and 3 and complete the assignment on page 5.

Assignment I – Sources

Source I

Source II

Canada’s story proves that diversity and inclusion work. Not just as aspirational values, 
but as a proven path to peace and prosperity.

It hasn’t always been easy. We have had stumbles along that path.

We need to recognize that for Indigenous Peoples, the Canadian reality has not been— 
and is not today—easy, equitable or fair. …

Like many other nations, Canada faces a constant debate between those who would have 
us restrict, close ranks, and build walls—and those who remind us that we are who we are 
precisely because we are open, diverse and inclusive. …

But let me tell you this. I’m standing here today as Prime Minister of Canada because 
Canadians rejected the forces that would divide us against ourselves.

—Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, November 26, 2015, London, United Kingdom

Source I Courtesy of Cagle Cartoons

Source II The Office of the Prime Minister. Address by Justin Trudeau. “Diversity is Canada’s Strength.” London, United Kingdom, November 26, 
2015. pm.gc.ca/en/news/speeches/2015/11/26/diversity-canadas-strength.
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Source III

—Woman’s Journal, 1912

Note: The text below the two pictures reads as follows:

 HOW CAN A MOTHER REST CONTENT WITH THIS—  
WHEN SUCH CONDITIONS EXIST AS THIS?

 There are thousands of children working in tenements like the one in the 
picture. There are thousands of children working in mines and mills and 
factories. Thousands more are being wronged and cheated by society in 
countless ways. Is not this your business?

 Intelligent citizens who cared could change all this—provided always, 
of course, that they had the power of the ballot.

 Do you care? Mothers are responsible for the welfare of children—
all children. Do your duty as a mother and demand Votes for Women.

Source III Sigsbee, Mary Ellen. Woman’s Journal 43, no. 30 (July 27, 1912). Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Mass. //nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:RAD.SCHL:26288118?n=239.
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ASSIGNMENT I: Value: 20% of the total examination mark
Source Interpretation Suggested time: 60 to 75 minutes
 Suggested word count range: 500 to 1400 words

Examine all three sources on pages 2 and 3 and complete the following assignment.

Assignment

Examine each source.

Write a response in paragraph form in which you must:

• interpret each source to demonstrate your understanding of how each source 
links to liberalism

AND

• explain one or more of the relationships that exist among all three sources

Reminders for Writing
• Organize your response 

• Proofread your response
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Assignment II: Position Paper
Value: 30% of the total examination mark
Suggested time: 90 to 105 minutes
Suggested word count range: 750 to 1600 words
ASSIGNMENT II: Value: 30% of the total examination mark
Position Paper Suggested time: 90 to 105 minutes
 Suggested word count range: 750 to 1600 words

Analyze the following source and complete the assignment.

Source

Success is the result of individual initiative and 
self‑reliance. Those who lack these qualities 
are destined to depend on government support. 

Assignment

To what extent should we embrace the ideological 
perspective(s) reflected in the source?

Write an essay in which you must:

• analyze the source to demonstrate an understanding of the ideological 
perspective(s) reflected in the source

• establish and argue a position in response to the question presented

• support your position and arguments by using evidence from your knowledge and 
understanding of social studies

Reminders for Writing
• Organize your essay

• Proofread your essay
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Page 1 of 2

Examples of Students’ Writing with Teachers’ Commentaries

Social Studies 30–1 Source Interpretation Assignment, January 2023

Example Scored Satisfactory (S)

Page 1 of 2
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Social Studies 30–1 Assignment I, January 2023, Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)

Page 2 of 2
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2023 
Assignment I: Source Interpretation 
Example Paper—Satisfactory (S)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Interpretation of Source I

Satisfactory

S

•	 Interpretation of the source is 
adequate, straightforward, and 
conventional, demonstrating 
a generalized understanding of links 
to liberalism.

In interpreting the source, the writer adequately explains 
how the hurdles represent issues that are obstacles for 
some citizens in many modern liberal countries. The writer’s 
interpretation that governments today “just ignore and run 
right through them” (p. 1) is conventional. The understanding 
that modern liberal governments need to do more to 
address on-going issues of prejudice and racism reveals 
a conventional understanding of liberalism.

Interpretation of Source II

Satisfactory

S

•	 Interpretation of the source is 
adequate, straightforward, and 
conventional, demonstrating 
a generalized understanding of links 
to liberalism.

The writer’s identification that Prime Minister Trudeau’s 
statement “aligns perfectly with the ideas of modern liberalism 
specifically with the ideas of inclusion and diversity” (p. 1) 
demonstrates a generalized understanding of links to 
liberalism. The subsequent explanation of the polarizing 
debate concerning the restriction of some citizens’ rights and 
“poking fun at the idea of Donald Trump’s border wall” (p. 1) is 
conventional.

Interpretation of Source III

Satisfactory

S
•	 Interpretation of the source is 

adequate, straightforward, and 
conventional, demonstrating 
a generalized understanding of links 
to liberalism.

The writer demonstrates a conventional understanding of how 
women had limited ability to influence government without the 
right to vote. Statements such as “intelligent citizens could 
change these practices if only they had the right to vote” (p. 2) 
reveals a straightforward interpretation. The writer displays 
an adequate understanding regarding liberal beliefs and 
women’s right to vote.
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Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Relationships

•	 The explanation of relationship(s) is 
adequate and straightforward.

The writer’s explanation of prejudice and bigotry is adequate 
and straightforward. While it may appear that the writer 
identifies a second relationship in the final sentence, it is 
a restatement of the preceding ideas.

Satisfactory

S
Communication

•	 Vocabulary is conventional and 
generalized.

The vocabulary is conventional and generalized; for example: 
“openness” (p. 1) and “labor intensive” (p. 2).

Satisfactory

S
•	 Sentence structure is controlled and 

straightforward.
The sentence structure is controlled and straightforward; for 
example: “It does this by addressing issues that would reach 
the mothers in the society to get them to fight for their liberal 
right to vote by using their right to peaceful protest” (p. 2).

•	 The writing demonstrates basic 
control of mechanics and grammar 
and is adequately organized.

The writing demonstrates basic control of mechanics and 
grammar and is adequately organized.
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Page 1 of 4

Examples of Students’ Writing with Teachers’ Commentaries

Social Studies 30–1 Source Interpretation Assignment, January 2023

Example Scored Proficient (PF)
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Social Studies 30–1 Assignment I, January 2023, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)

Page 2 of 4
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Page 3 of 4

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment I, January 2023, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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Page 4 of 4

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment I, January 2023, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2023 
Assignment I: Source Interpretation 
Example Paper—Proficient (Pf)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Interpretation of Source I

Proficient

Pf

•	 Interpretation of the source is 
logical, specific, and adept, 
demonstrating a sound 
understanding of links to liberalism.

The writer logically recognizes that the point of view in the 
source is “critiquing anti-liberal values” (p. 1) through the 
illustration of prejudice, discrimination, and bigotry as hurdles. 
Furthering that understanding is an adept recognition of the 
future significance of these challenges, as the writer notes 
that by “showcasing the man still struggling to run with the 
hurdles tangled around his feet, the author believes that the 
US is unable to progress as quickly as it should be due to the 
inequality in the country” (p. 1). 

Interpretation of Source II

Proficient

Pf

•	 Interpretation of the source is 
logical, specific, and adept, 
demonstrating a sound 
understanding of links to liberalism.

The writer demonstrates a sound understanding of Prime 
Minister Trudeau’s point of view and its links to liberalism; 
for example: “The quote states that while there were issues 
with establishing and keeping such inclusion, it is because 
of the country’s diversity that Canada is peaceful and open” 
(p. 1). The writer then continues to develop the liberal value 
of inclusion as they assert that “A country, in order to achieve 
peace, should allow individualism so that each person can 
show their uniqueness” (p. 2). The writer adeptly contrasts the 
assimilation policies in the United States with the policies in 
Canada which allow for greater inclusion. 

Interpretation of Source III

Proficient

Pf
•	 Interpretation of the source is 

logical, specific, and adept, 
demonstrating a sound 
understanding of links to liberalism.

The writer’s interpretation that “The author of the source, in 
directing women to protest for the right to vote, shows strong 
modern liberal ideals” (p. 2) is specific, demonstrating a sound 
understanding of links to liberalism. The writer demonstrates 
an adept awareness of the modern liberal perspective 
depicted in the visual with the recognition that government 
regulation is essential to protect children in the workplace 
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Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Relationships

•	 The explanation of relationship(s) is 
capable and purposeful.

The writer identifies a common thread among the sources as 
an exploration of the question “To what extent should liberal 
values be embraced by society” (p. 3). The writer capably 
employs multiple relationships and their connections to 
inclusion and inequality. 

Proficient

Pf
Communication

Proficient

Pf

•	 Vocabulary is appropriate and 
specific.

The vocabulary is appropriate and specific; for example: 
“discriminatory ideals” (p. 1), “melting pot” (p. 2), and 
“betterment” (p. 4).

•	 Sentence structure is controlled and 
effective. 

The writer demonstrates controlled and effective sentence 
structure; for example: “Source one views inclusion in a more 
general way, seeing it as something incredibly important for 
a country to thrive” (p. 3).

•	 The writing demonstrates capable 
control of mechanics and grammar 
and is purposefully organized.

The writing demonstrates capable control of mechanics and 
grammar and is purposefully organized. 
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Page 1 of 5

Examples of Students’ Writing with Teachers’ Commentaries

Social Studies 30–1 Source Interpretation Assignment, January 2023

Example Scored Excellent (E)
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Social Studies 30–1 Assignment I, January 2023, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)

Page 2 of 5
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Page 3 of 5

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment I, January 2023, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Page 4 of 5

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment I, January 2023, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Page 5 of 5

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment I, January 2023, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2023 
Assignment I: Source Interpretation 
Example Paper—Excellent (E)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Interpretation of Source I

Excellent

E

•	 Interpretation of the source is 
sophisticated, insightful, and 
precise, demonstrating a perceptive 
understanding of links to liberalism.

The writer perceptively identifies the metaphor of the athlete 
“barging headfirst into obstacles” (p. 1) as past and continued 
mistreatment of marginalized minorities within the United 
States. The interpretation is enhanced by identifying that 
this will continue to occur in the future because the United 
States is “charging straight towards another obstacle” (p. 1). 
Additionally, the recognition that the cartoon’s title reinforces 
that the government’s actions have been ineffective is 
insightful. 

The interpretation that “rejecting the status quo to provide 
a fundamentally progressive perspective on change” (p. 1) 
demonstrates a perceptive understanding of the links to 
liberalism. Furthermore, the acknowledgement that the 
source fails to identify that democracies do attempt to 
address these issues is sophisticated.

Interpretation of Source II

Excellent

E

•	 Interpretation of the source is 
sophisticated, insightful, and 
precise, demonstrating a perceptive 
understanding of links to liberalism.

The writer’s identification that “the Canadian system has not 
achieved complete success in combating prejudice” (p. 2) but 
that Prime Minister Trudeau “provides support towards the 
overarching continuation of Canada’s current trajectory” (p. 3) 
is precise.

While not overtly stated, the writer makes perceptive links 
to liberalism in several ways. This is shown through the 
recognition that the Canadian government advocates 
“inclusivity as a cornerstone towards national success” 
(p. 3). Additionally, the writer demonstrates a nuanced 
understanding when identifying that minor changes are part 
of a liberal system. 
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Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Interpretation of Source III

Excellent

E

•	 Interpretation of the source is 
sophisticated, insightful, and 
precise, demonstrating a perceptive 
understanding of links to liberalism.

The writer demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of 
the exploitive society created by industrialization in the past 
and the impact on the human condition, particularly for 
child labourers. The interpretation that it is an individual’s 
responsibility to advocate for the welfare of others is precise.

The discussion of the significance of the role of individuals to 
be able to participate in the democratic process to influence 
governments to “promote social progress” (p. 4) and protect 
rights is perceptive. 

Relationships

Excellent

E

•	 The explanation of relationship(s) is 
perceptive and thorough.

The writer’s discussion that the relationship among the 
sources explores “the effectiveness of western systemic 
forces in protecting minority rights, and vulnerable individuals” 
(p. 5) is perceptive.

The writer not only identifies commonalities between each 
source but also thoroughly acknowledges where each diverge 
from one another in relation to the common theme.

Communication

Excellent

E

•	 Vocabulary is precise and 
deliberately chosen.

Vocabulary such as “Metaphorically equating” (p. 1), 
“cornerstone” (p. 3), “communal welfare” (p. 4), and 
“apathetic” (p. 5) is precise and deliberately chosen.

•	 Sentence structure is controlled and 
sophisticated.

The writer demonstrates controlled and sophisticated 
sentence structure; for example: “Therefore, by critiquing the 
labour exploitation which comes with an unregulated capitalist 
society, the illustrator provides a stark message against the 
profit motive, valuing communal human welfare over the 
individual operation of business, to provide a fundamentally 
collectivist message” (p. 4).

•	 The writing demonstrates skillful 
control of mechanics and grammar 
and is judiciously organized.

The writer demonstrates skillful control of mechanics and 
grammar and the response is judiciously organized. 
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Page 1 of 3

Examples of Students’ Writing with Teachers’ Commentaries

Social Studies 30–1 Position Paper Assignment, January 2023

Example Scored Satisfactory (S)
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Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2023, Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)

Page 2 of 3
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Page 3 of 3

Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2023, Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2023 
Assignment II: Position Paper 
Example Paper—Satisfactory (S)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Analysis of Source

Satisfactory

S

•	 The analysis of the source is 
conventional and straightforward; 
a generalized understanding of 
the ideological perspective(s) is 
demonstrated.

The writer demonstrates a conventional and straightforward 
analysis by identifying those who would agree and disagree 
with the ideological perspective of the source.

The writer demonstrates a general understanding of the 
ideological perspective of the source by stating that “The 
author likely does not support social welfare and prefers 
something closer to laissez-faire capitalism” (p. 1). 

Argumentation

Satisfactory

S

•	 The position established is generally 
supported by appropriately chosen 
and developed argument(s).

The writer’s position that “Ultimately the source should 
be rejected because of examples such as the Industrial 
Revolution and the Great Depression” (p. 1) is generally 
supported by appropriately chosen arguments. 

•	 The argumentation is 
straightforward and conventional, 
demonstrating an adequate 
understanding of the assignment.

The argument that “In times of crisis without government even 
those who are self-reliant and take initiative cannot achieve 
success” (p. 2) demonstrates an adequate understanding of 
the assignment.

•	 The relationship between the 
position taken, argumentation, 
and the ideological perspective 
presented in the source is generally 
developed.

The relationship between the position taken and 
argumentation is generally developed as the writer maintains 
that “Those who rely on government support can take 
initiative and still not be successful” (p. 3). 

Evidence

Satisfactory

S

•	 Evidence is conventional and 
straightforward.

•	 The evidence may contain minor 
errors and a mixture of relevant and 
extraneous information.

The writer’s treatment of the Industrial Revolution and the 
Great Depression is conventional and straightforward. 

•	 A generalized and basic 
discussion reveals an acceptable 
understanding of social studies 
knowledge and its application to the 
assignment.

A generalized discussion of the exploitation of workers and 
the New Deal demonstrates an acceptable understanding of 
social studies content and its application to the assignment. 
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Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Communication

Satisfactory

S

•	 The writing is straightforward and 
functionally organized.

The writing is straightforward and functionally organized with 
an introduction, body, and conclusion.

•	 Control of syntax, mechanics, and 
grammar is adequate.

•	 Vocabulary is conventional and 
generalized.

Vocabulary is conventional and straightforward; for example: 
“Child labour” (p. 2), “rules or regulation” (p. 2), and “modern 
liberalism” (p. 3).

•	 There may be occasional lapses in 
control and minor errors; however, 
the communication remains 
generally clear.

The communication is generally clear despite occasional 
lapses in control; for example: “In which workers were cruelly 
treated with nothing to protect them and that even those 
who had many talents if not lucky enough could not fend for 
themselves” (p. 1). 
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Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2023, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2023, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2023, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2023, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2023 
Assignment II: Position Paper 
Example Paper—Proficient (Pf)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Analysis of Source

Proficient

Pf

•	 The analysis of the source is 
is capable and adept; a sound 
understanding of the ideological 
perspective(s) is demonstrated.

The writer capably demonstrates an understanding of the 
ideological perspective of the source by linking classical 
liberal ideas supported by Herbert Hoover with contrasting 
ideas about government intervention promoted by John 
Maynard Keynes.

The writer adeptly recognizes that the “criticism of 
government support and the implication that those who are 
in need of it cannot reach the same level of success as those 
who don’t, is narrow-minded” (p. 5). 

Argumentation

Proficient

Pf

•	 The position established is 
persuasively supported by 
purposefully chosen and developed 
argument(s).

The writer presents a persuasive argument that “There are 
often times when factors affecting the economy become out 
of the individuals control. In these times, even those who 
achieved success through their own means will ultimately 
fall victim to the unpredictable will of the market” (p. 3), 
demonstrating a sound understanding of the assignment.

•	 The argumentation is logical and 
capably developed, demonstrating 
a sound understanding of the 
assignment.

The writer logically and capably develops the position that 
initiative and self-reliance are “key attributes” (p. 2), and also 
acknowledges that sometimes people need government 
support to achieve success. 

•	 The relationship between the 
position taken, argumentation, 
and the ideological perspective 
presented in the source is clearly 
developed.

The relationship between the position taken, argumentation, 
and the ideological perspective presented in the source is 
clearly developed in each paragraph.

Evidence

Proficient

Pf

•	 Evidence is specific and purposeful. 

•	 Evidence may contain some minor 
errors.

The writer’s use of evidence to compare President Hoover’s 
refusal to provide support during the Great Depression on 
page 2 with Roosevelt’s “relief, reform, and recovery” (p. 4) is 
specific and purposeful.

•	 A capable and adept discussion 
of evidence reveals a solid 
understanding of social studies 
knowledge and its application to the 
assignment.

A capable discussion of the Industrial Revolution, Great 
Depression and the New Deal reveals a solid understanding 
of social studies and its application to the assignment.
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Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Communication

Proficient

Pf

•	 The writing is clear and purposefully 
organized.

The writing is purposefully organized, with the argumentation 
presented in the topic sentence of each paragraph and 
reiterated in each concluding sentence.

•	 Control of syntax, mechanics, and 
grammar is capable.

The writer demonstrates capable control of syntax, 
mechanics and grammar; for example: “Hoover believed that 
through the hard work of the individual, one would be able to 
reach the success that they so desired” (p. 1).

•	 Vocabulary is appropriate and 
specific.

Vocabulary is appropriate and specific; for example: 
“adversity” (p. 1), “entrepreneurship” (p. 2), “lucrative” (p. 2), 
“noveau-riche” (p. 3), “detrimental” (p. 4), “stimulate” (p. 4), 
and “anew” (p. 5).

•	 Minor errors in language do not 
impede communication.

Minor errors do not impede the communication. 
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Examples of Students’ Writing with Teachers’ Commentaries

Social Studies 30–1 Position Paper Assignment, January 2023

Example Scored Excellent (E)
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Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2023, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2023, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2023, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 Assignment II, January 2023, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2023 
Assignment II: Position Paper 
Example Paper—Excellent (E)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Analysis of Source

Excellent

E

•	 The analysis of the source is 
is insightful and sophisticated; 
a comprehensive understanding 
of the ideological perspective(s) is 
demonstrated.

The writer insightfully acknowledges that in a capitalist system 
self-reliance and individualism “grants equality of opportunity 
to every individual” (p. 1) and that “governments should also 
provide enough support to equalize the playing field” (p. 1).

The writer’s analysis throughout the response consistently 
demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of the classical 
liberal, socialist and modern liberal perspectives reflected in 
the source.

Argumentation

Excellent

E

•	 The position established is 
convincingly supported by 
judiciously chosen and developed 
argument(s).

The writer’s position regarding modern liberalism is 
convincingly supported throughout the response.

•	 The argumentation is consistent 
and compelling, demonstrating 
an insightful understanding of the 
assignment.

The writer consistently argues that success results 
from individual initiative and self-reliance; for example: 
“Governments must be proactive in granting each individual 
equality of outcome” (p. 2), demonstrating an insightful 
understanding of the assignment.

•	 The relationship between the 
position taken, argumentation, 
and the ideological perspective 
presented in the source is 
perceptively developed.

The writer effectively embeds related concepts of success 
and government support throughout their argumentation, 
demonstrating a perceptive relationship between position, 
argumentation and ideological perspective presented in the 
source.
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Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Evidence

Excellent

E

•	 Evidence is sophisticated and 
deliberately chosen.

The writer’s use of historical and contemporary evidence 
reflects a sophisticated understanding of social studies 
knowledge. Specifically, their use of historical examples along 
with a discussion of health-care and the 2008 financial crisis 
is deliberately chosen.

•	 The relative absence of error is 
impressive.

•	 A thorough and comprehensive 
discussion of evidence reveals 
an insightful understanding of 
social studies knowledge and its 
application to the assignment. 

The writer insightfully acknowledges the importance of 
government support by contrasting policies during the Great 
Depression with the suppression of individual initiative in 
Communist Russia. 

Communication

Excellent

E

•	 The writing is fluent, skillfully 
structured, and judiciously 
organized.

The writing is fluent, skillfully structured, and judiciously 
organized.

•	 Control of syntax, mechanics, and 
grammar is sophisticated.

•	 Vocabulary is precise and 
deliberately chosen.

Vocabulary is precise and deliberately chosen; for example: 
“consumerism” (p. 1), “lavishly” (p. 1) “unparalleled” (p. 2), 
“amass” (p. 2), “equality of outcome” (p. 2), “prevalent” (p. 3), 
“bureaucracies” (p. 4), “defunct” (p. 4), and “intrinsically” (p. 5).

•	 The relative absence of error is 
impressive.

The relative absence of error compared to the complexity and 
length of the response is impressive. 
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