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Teachers, their lessons and copyright 

Did you know teachers can use copyright-protected works under certain guidelines? 

Fact: The Supreme Court has rules that teachers may communicate or make copies of “short excerpts” of a copyright-protected work for students in their classes without having to ask for copyright permission or pay copyright royalties. 
Fact:  Teachers’ use of copies of short excerpts is a supplement to — not a substitute for — the purchase of a copyright-protected work. The ruling does not allow the copying of a whole copyright-protected work, only a “short excerpt.”

Fair Dealing Guidelines are established to help educators deal fairly with copyright-
protected works. The guidelines are a practical approach to implementing copyright law for educational purposes by describing what is a “short excerpt.” They inform teachers about their rights — and their obligations — under fair dealing.

Learn more about your rights in Copyright Matters!
Now available as an online resource and
for download at www.copyrightmatters.ca.
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A REFERENCE GUIDE FOR TEACHERS

Copyright Matters! provides answers to
questions from teachers about a broad range
of copyright issues.
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