
 
Classification: Public 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
           

              
            

            

              
            

 

 

 

 



 
Transportation Test Procedures | ATT-68 Appeal Testing ACP 2 

Classification: Public 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATT-68/2023 Appeal Testing ACP | Transportation and Economic Corridors 

© 2023 Government of Alberta | July 20, 2023 |  



 
Transportation Test Procedures | ATT-68 Appeal Testing ACP 3 

Classification: Public 

 
Contents 

 

1.0 SCOPE ................................................................................................... 4 

2.0 EQUIPMENT .......................................................................................... 4 

3.0 PROCEDURE ......................................................................................... 5 

4.0 REPORTING PROCESS ........................................................................ 6 

 

 

 

  



 
Transportation Test Procedures | ATT-68 Appeal Testing ACP 4 

Classification: Public 

 
1.0 SCOPE 
 

This method describes the procedures and Test Methods used for the appeal of acceptance test results for asphalt 
content, density, MTD, and gradation. 
 

 

2.0 TEST PROCEDURES AND DATA SHEETS 
 

Procedure Data Sheet 
 

ATT-56, Part II, Stratified 
Random Test Sites, ACP 

 

Stratified Random Test Sites 
(Such as MAT 6-82) 

ATT-5, Coring N/A 
ATT-7, Density, Immersion Method, Saturated 

Surface Dry Asphalt Concrete Specimens 
 

ATT-12, Part II, Filterless Extraction 
and Filterless Centrifuge Method 

 
ATT-26, Sieve Analysis -25,000 µm   

 
 

Core Density, Extraction and 
Sieve Analysis (MAT 6-79) 

 
 
 

 
ATT-12, Part III, Correction Factor,  

Extracted Asphalt Content  

 
Extraction Asphalt Content 

Correction Factor  
(Such as MAT 6-75) 

 
ATT-77, Theoretical Maximum Specific Gravity 

            of Bituminous Mixtures (MTD) 

 
N/A 

 
 

 
 

Reporting Data Sheet 
 

Volume 2 – Construction Contract Admin 
Appendix B - Form B.15 

Appeal Initialization Form  
 
 

Volume 2 – Construction Contract Admin 
Appendix B - Form B.16 

Appeal Testing Form 

 
Required for all appeal types 

(MAT 6-92A) 
 
 

Appeal Consultant partially fills out this 
form with appeal results. 

(MAT 6-92) 
  Remember that  

Contract specific information 
 is NOT to be included on this form 
when it is forwarded to the Appeal 

Consultant. 
 

Prime Consultant completes the form with 
project info, etc. 

(MAT 6-92) 
after receiving the appeal results 
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3.0 PROCEDURE 
 

3.1 Sampling by the Contractor 
 
When an Appeal Asphalt Content Correction Factor is required, the Contractor supplies a minimum of 15 kg of 
representative aggregate of each split, and a 4 sample of project asphalt cement for the appealed Lot.  These materials 
and a completed Appeal Initialization Form (MAT6-92A), as shown in Figure 1, with the design or target gradation, and 
design or target aggregate splits are shipped along with the appeal cores to a pre-qualified Appeal Testing Laboratory 
where they will be used to establish an asphalt content extraction correction factor. 
 
 
3.2 Appeal Samples Determined by the Consultant 
 
The following core sampling procedures are for Appeals of Asphalt Content, Density, and Gradation.  The Contractor 
does the coring under the observation of the Consultant QA technologist or project manager. 
 

1. Core locations are established by the Consultant using the Stratified Random Test Site procedure ATT-56, Part 
II.  The contractor obtains 5 new core samples at the new stratified random locations and gives them to the 
consultant. 

 
2. For density appeals, the core thickness must meet the requirements described in ATT-5 CORING (or ATT-56, 

Stratified Randoms, Part II). 
 
3. For asphalt content or gradation appeals, sufficient six-inch diameter cores are taken at the same location, for 

each of the separate segments, to provide the Appeal Testing Laboratory with a minimum 2000-gram extraction 
sample. This is the weight after trimming and removing the cut rock, as described in ATT-12, EXTRACTION, Part 
II Centrifuge.  Cores for asphalt content appeals taken on bottom lifts over crack filler, are discarded and re-
cored at another random location within the segment. 

 
4. For each cored specimen, a cut-off saw is used to separate the layer to be tested from other pavement layers, 

and to remove all tack.  The Consultant does the sawing and trimming. 
 
5. Each layer to be tested is identified by segment number only and placed in an appeal testing shipping box.  For 

shipping of appeal test cores, the Consultant shall provide shipping boxes of rigid construction with interior 
protective padding.  

 
6. When an MTD Appeal is required on any individual Lot, the Consultant supplies the stored loose mix samples 

(usually 5) for that particular lot to the Appeal Consultant so they can run another set of 5 MTD’s.                                   
 
7. The Consultant contacts the Project Administrator to confirm which appeal lab to use.  Normally the closest 

appeal lab is chosen, however; the appeal lab selected should not be involved with the project for any QC/QA 
testing, and not involved in any of the project mix design services. 

 
8. The cores, aggregate and asphalt cement samples (if applicable), along with the completed Appeal Initialization 

Form (MAT 6-92A) as shown in Figure 1 are then submitted to the Appeal Testing Laboratory.  Contract 
specific information IS NOT TO BE INCLUDED on this form, so that the appeal consultant isn’t influenced by 
what the actual mix design numbers should be. 

 
3.3 Density Appeal Testing 
 

1. Each core is processed as per ATT-7, DENSITY, Immersion Method. 
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3.4 Asphalt Content Appeal Testing 

 
1. The asphalt content is determined for each segment in accordance with test method ATT-12, Part II, Filterless 

Extraction and Filterless Centrifuge Method. 
 
2. An asphalt correction factor is determined using test method ATT-12, Part III, CORRECTION FACTOR, 

Extracted Asphalt Content. The average (uncorrected) extraction asphalt content of the five samples is used as 
the Target Asphalt Content.  Five samples are required to establish a correction factor. 

 
  This correction factor is applied to the extracted asphalt content from the cores to correct for asphalt binder loss 

due to absorption by the aggregate. 
 
3. The gradation of each extracted sample is determined according to ATT-26, SIEVE ANALYSIS, -25,000 µm 

AGGREGATE. 
 
3.5 Gradation Appeal Testing 
 

1. Repeat steps 1 and 3 of Section 3.4 above.   
For Gradation Appeals ONLY, ASPHALT CORRECTION FACTORS are NOT REQUIRED, but the 
UNCORRECTED Asphalt Content of each core will be reported on the appeal form. 

 
 

3.6 MTD Appeal Testing 
 

1. When an MTD Appeal is required on any individual Lot, the Consultant supplies the stored loose mix samples 
(usually 5) for that particular lot to the Appeal Consultant so they can run another set of 5 MTD’s. 

 

 

4.0 REPORTING PROCESS 
 
1. The Appeal Consultant completes the appeal testing and forwards the appeal test results to the Prime Consultant, and 

then forwards the appeal testing invoice to the Project Administrator who setup the Appeal Testing. 
 
2. The Prime Consultant then completes Appeal Testing form (MAT 6-92), as shown in Figure 2, and calculates the New 

Appeal Lot Mean value and completes a Revised Lot Paving Report which includes the appeal values and the original 
values, as per “3.50.4.9 Appeal of Acceptance Test Results and Appeal Testing”.  

 
3. The completed Appeal Testing form shall be signed by the Contractor.  The Contractor is then given a photocopy of 

the signed form for his records.  A copy of the completed and signed Appeal Testing form is also forwarded to the 
Project Administrator and the Technical Standards Branch. 

 
4. For Gradation Appeals, a New Gradation Price Adjustment Datasheet is created, averaging all the original gradations 

for Segments 1-5 and all the gradation data for the appeal segments 1-5 added.  A new Lot Mean and Range for all 
tests will be determined and used for acceptance and unit price adjustment (see Figure 3). 

 
5. For Appeals other than gradations, the single-high and single-low test results from the original Lot will be rejected and 

the remaining test results will be added to the results of the new tests.  A new Lot Mean for the test results will be 
determined and used for acceptance and unit price adjustment. 

 
6. The original Lot Paving Report results are then amended to reflect the additional appeal results (see Figure 4), as 

shown in the Standard Specifications for Highway Construction 3.50.4.9 Appeal of Acceptance Test Results and Appeal 
Testing. 
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Appeal Initialization Form 
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Appeal Testing Form 
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Gradation Price Adjustment Datasheet 
(with original gradations for Segments 1-5 and appeal gradation data for appeal segments 1-5 added) 
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New Revised Lot Paving Report with Appeal Data added for AC, Density & 
Gradations. 

 

 

 

 


