
Historic Resources Statements of Justification –
Instructions for Use
Historic Resources Statements of Justification should be submitted to the Historic Resources Management Branch only in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Archaeological Survey Information Bulletin: Historic Resources Statements of Justification.
This document contains sensitive information about Historic Resources that are protected under the provisions of the Alberta Historical Resources Act. This information is to be used to assist in planning the proposed project only. It is not to be disseminated, and no copies of this document are to be made without written permission of the Historic Resources Management Branch.




Part I


PART  I
	(1) Purpose:

	Clearly define the purpose of the Statement of Justification: (1) the provision of Historical Resources Act (HRA) approval when evaluation of a project or elements thereof suggest that requirements for a Historic Resources Impact Assessment (HRIA) are not warranted; (2) the provision of HRA requirements for a project that is considered to warrant a HRIA; (3) the conduct of a HRIA in advance of standard review and correspondence cycles (i.e., straight-to-permit) or the issuance of HRA requirements by the Historic Resources Management Branch (HRMB).
Do not submit a Statement of Justification with a Historic Resources Application unless the evaluation presents new or special site, resource potential or project information beyond what is available in Heritage Division site inventories, report libraries, and information archives.

	(2) Project Name/Identifier:

	Provide the official name or formal project identifier used by the developer and other regulators for the development activity. This name must be used consistently throughout the Statement of Justification document and in any subsequent correspondence and/or studies.

	(3) Disposition Type & Number:

	Where applicable, include the disposition type and number for the activity assigned by Alberta Environment and Parks or the Alberta Energy Regulator (e.g., MSL 085090, CEP 070001, MLL 0900021).

	(4) Developer/Proponent:

	Contact Name:
Company Name:
Phone number:
E-mail address: 
Provide the contact name, corporate company affiliation and contact information for the developer/proponent.

	(5) Project Type and Description:

	Describe the type, purpose, and timing of the development. If applicable, describe phases/spreads and the timelines for construction of each phase/spread. All project components must be described and illustrated in detail (e.g., temporary access (shoeflies), temporary workspace, etc.). Also include information about:
· project history, especially in cases where: (1) the footprint, development phases or construction schedules have changed; (2) previous historical resource work has been conducted; (3) the project has been reactivated after an hiatus; or, (4) previous HRA approval or conditional approval has been granted for any portion of the project.
· When HRA approval will be required for early phases of development (i.e., tree clearing, topsoil stripping, etc.).
· the width of linear trenches and surrounding disturbance zones.
· the nature of drainage crossings and whether they will be subject to open trench, boring and/or horizontal directional drilling (HDD).

	(6) Project Size (ha):

	Provide the approximate size of the project footprint (e.g., 10 ha, 150 km x 30 m wide right-of-way, entire quarter section, etc.). Be as precise as possible.

	(7) Anticipated Ground Disturbance

	Describe the horizontal and vertical extent of anticipated ground impacts for each project component or phase (e.g., details regarding topsoil stripping, low-impact drilling, directional drilling, open-cut trenching, depth of excavation, etc.).

	(8) Existing Disturbance:

	Provide information about any existing surface or subsurface ground disturbance (e.g., previously cultivated field, existing right-of-way, re-entry onto existing pad site, etc.) or lack thereof (e.g., native prairie, undisturbed parkland, etc.). Attach a table divided by legal description if there is extensive variation across a proposed project footprint or activity area.

	(9) Landscape and Environmental Information:

	Provide landscape information, such as vegetation, landform, drainage and topography, which may influence site and sedimentation potential in the proposed development or activity area (e.g., parkland, draped moraine along valley margin, 100 m west of creek, low sedimentation potential, etc.). The provided description must include consideration of surficial and bedrock geology when warranted to assess the potential for palaeontological or archaeological resources.

	(10) Attached Illustrative Materials and Digital Data:

	List all illustrative materials attached to the Statement of Justification. These must include a development plan and a 1:20,000 or 1:50,000 (or appropriately scaled) NTS map that clearly depicts the development footprint and any known historic resource sites and structures within or immediately adjacent to the development. Appropriately scaled maps should also be included to illustrate the project history, clearly illustrating project phasing and areas with previous HRA approval, as well as proposed field target areas to the landform level. Maps must include visibly marked Section, Township, Range and Meridian lines. Other illustrative materials, including air photographs, satellite imagery or field photographs, may also be attached. 
List all digital and spatial data files attached to the Historic Resources Application in support of the Statement of Justification. This should include GIS shapefiles that outline the project area, phases of development, areas previously issued HRA approval, area for which HRA approval is requested, and/or proposed survey target areas. Digital and spatial data must conform to the submission standards issued by the Historic Resources Management Branch.




	PART  II

	(11) Historic Resource Types:

	Archaeology: ☐
	Palaeontology: ☐

	Historic Structures: ☐
	Indigenous Traditional Use: ☐

	Check-off the type of historic resource(s) being evaluated and present evaluations separately below.

	(12) Archaeological Resources:

	Site Borden # 
	HRV
	Relationship to Activity and Anticipated Impacts

	List Borden numbers for all previously recorded archaeological sites in the immediate vicinity of the proposed project or activity.



e.g.,
XxYy-0
	HRV value









4(a)
	Describe the relationship of the proposed development or activity to known archaeological sites. Where sites are adjacent to the development or activity, include the estimated distance to the nearest site boundary (not to the central coordinate). Be as precise as possible. Discuss whether or not the site(s) will be impacted by the proposed development or activity and describe what types of impacts are anticipated. Copies of site forms are not required.

The central site coordinate is mapped 5 metres south of the project but the site is likely to extend into it. The site is likely to be impacted by the proposed ground disturbance activities.

	Permit Number(s)
	Relationship to Project or Activity

	Provide a list of the permit numbers for all relevant previous studies in the section(s) that may be impacted by the proposed development.
	Discuss all previous archaeological studies that have included lands within the proposed development footprint and how their findings might relate to the current project or activity. Identify and discuss lands within the proposed development that have received previous HRA approval.

	Proximity to HRV 1 and/or HRV 2 Sites:

	Specify if the project footprint is within or immediately adjacent to an HRV 1 (Provincial Historic Resource) or HRV 2 (Registered Historic Resource) site area.

	Evaluation:

	For Historic Resources Applications, use the assembled data to provide a professional evaluation of the potential of the development or activity to impact known or previously unrecorded archaeological resources. 
For Mitigative Research Permit Applications, provide the reasons for initiating an archaeological permit application prior to the establishment of HRA requirements. Use the assembled data to justify why field studies are warranted.
All evaluations must include identification of the criteria used to define archaeological resource potential, the relationship of the development or activity to impact existing sites or high potential landforms and an evaluation of the type and intensity of ground impacts anticipated across these areas.



	Recommendations:

	Where HRA approval is recommended for all or parts of a development, the recommendations must be detailed and clearly illustrate that significant archaeological resources will not be negatively affected. 
Where specific mitigative actions (i.e., site avoidance, HRIA, etc.) are recommended for a development, the recommendations must clearly identify all potentially affected archaeological resources and high potential landforms, define the reasons for undertaking the recommended archaeological measures and outline the steps needed to execute them.
Recommendations should consider the nature of predicted ground disturbance in relation to existing surface impacts and the interpretive values of any affected archaeological resources or high potential landforms. Areas targeted for investigation, as well as the timing of such investigations, must be clearly identified.

	Recommendations made by:

	Name:
Company:
Phone number:
Fax number:
E-mail address:
Date (mm-dd-yyyy):
Recommendations endorsed by: 
Provide the name, affiliation and contact information of the person who conducted the archaeological evaluation and completed the recommendations. Evaluations and recommendations pertaining to archaeological resources must be prepared by a professional archaeologist and must be endorsed by a person eligible to hold Archaeological Mitigative Research Permits in Alberta.

	(13) Palaeontological Resources:

	Locality Name
	HRV
	Relationship to Activity and Anticipated Impacts

	List all previously recorded fossil localities in the immediate vicinity of the proposed project or activity.



e.g.,
Locality Name (ATS location)
	HRV value








4(p)
	Describe the relationship of the proposed development or activity to known fossil localities. Where localities are adjacent to the development or activity, include the estimated distance to the nearest outcrop (not to the central coordinate). Be as precise as possible. Discuss whether or not the locality(s) will be impacted by the proposed development or activity and describe what types of impacts are anticipated. Copies of inventory forms are not required.

The central locality coordinate is mapped 50 metres west of the project but fossil-bearing outcrops extend across the proposed pipeline drainage crossing. Palaeontological resources are likely to be impacted by the proposed ground disturbance activities.

	Permit Number(s)
	Relationship to Project or Activity

	Provide a list of the permit numbers for all previous studies in the section(s) that may be impacted by the proposed development.
	Discuss all previous palaeontological studies that have included lands within the proposed development footprint and how their findings might relate to the current project or activity. Identify and discuss lands within the proposed development that have received previous HRA approval.

	Proximity to HRV 1 and/or HRV 2 Sites:

	Specify if the project footprint is within or immediately adjacent to an HRV 1 (Provincial Historic Resource) or HRV 2 (Registered Historic Resource) site area.

	Evaluation:

	For Historic Resources Applications, use the assembled data, along with your professional expertise, to provide an evaluation of the potential of the development or activity to impact known or previously unrecorded palaeontological resources. 
For Mitigative Research Permit Applications, provide the reasons for initiating a palaeontological permit application prior to the establishment of HRA requirements. Use the assembled data to justify why field studies are warranted.
All evaluations must include identification of the criteria used to define palaeontological resource potential, the relationship of the development or activity to impact existing sites or high potential landforms and an evaluation of the type and intensity of ground impacts anticipated across these areas.

	Recommendations:

	Where HRA approval is recommended for all or parts of a development, the recommendations must be detailed and clearly illustrate that significant palaeontological resources will not be negatively affected. 
Where mitigative actions (i.e., site avoidance, HRIA, etc.) are recommended for a development, the recommendations must clearly identify all potentially affected palaeontological resources and high potential outcrops, define the reasons for undertaking the recommended palaeontological measures and outline the steps needed to execute them.
Recommendations should consider the nature of predicted ground disturbance in relation to existing surface impacts and the interpretive values of any affected archaeological resources or high potential landforms. Areas targeted for investigation, as well as the timing of such investigations, must be clearly identified.

	Recommendations made by:

	Name:
Company:
Phone number:
Fax number:
E-mail address:
Date (mm-dd-yyyy):
Recommendations endorsed by: 
Provide the name, affiliation and contact information of the person who conducted the palaeontological evaluation and completed the recommendations. Evaluations and recommendations pertaining to palaeontological resources must be prepared by a professional palaeontologist and endorsed by a person eligible to hold Palaeontological Mitigative Research Permits in Alberta.

	(14) Historic Structures:

	HS Number
	Relationship to Activity and Anticipated Impacts

	List Heritage Survey (HS) key numbers with ATS coordinates, along with a brief description, for all extant structures listed in the Heritage Survey that are:
· in the project footprint;
· immediately adjacent to the project footprint (or likely to be affected by revised development plans);
e.g.,
HS 98372 (house), LSD 9-7-75-2-W6
	Describe the relationship of the proposed development or activity to known historic structures. Be as precise as possible. Discuss whether or not the site(s) will be impacted by the proposed development or activity and describe what types of impacts are anticipated.






“The structure is outside the development area and will not be impacted by the proposed development” or “the structure cannot be avoided and will be destroyed in the course of the proposed development.”
Many degrees of impact within these extremes are possible, such as: the structure is in a temporary work area and will be fenced / avoided; the structure is immediately adjacent to the project area and will be flagged for avoidance; the structure is within the project area, a buffer of 30 metres will be flagged as off limits for heavy equipment; etc.

	Other Historic Structures
	Relationship to Activity and Anticipated Impacts

	Give a brief description and provide ATS coordinates of any other extant historic structures that are:
· in the project footprint;
· immediately adjacent to the project footprint (or likely to be affected by revised development plans);
e.g.,
Residence and barn in SE-23-4-9-W4
	Describe the relationship of the proposed development or activity to known historic structures. Be as precise as possible. Discuss whether or not the site(s) will be impacted by the proposed development or activity and describe what types of impacts are anticipated.





“The structure is outside the development area and will not be impacted by the proposed development” or “the structure cannot be avoided and will be destroyed in the course of the proposed development.”
Many degrees of impact within these extremes are possible, such as: the structure is in a temporary work area and will be fenced / avoided; the structure is immediately adjacent to the project area and will be flagged for avoidance; the structure is within the project area, a buffer of 30 metres will be flagged as off limits for heavy equipment; etc.

	Proximity to HRV 1 and/or HRV 2 Sites:

	Specify if the project footprint is within or immediately adjacent to an HRV 1 (Provincial Historic Resource) or HRV 2 (Registered Historic Resource) site area.

	Evaluation:

	For Historic Resources Applications, use the assembled data to provide an evaluation of the potential of the development or activity to impact known or previously unrecorded extant historic structures. 
Analysis should be supported by use of aerial imagery (such as Google Earth or GIS, along with the date the image was taken) and, where available, pictures of the actual historic structures (digital photographs or Google Streetview images) and other documentation related to extant historic structures (such as correspondence, legal documents or historical records). Be specific about the nature of anticipated impacts by the development.

	Recommendations:

	Where HRA approval is recommended for all or parts of a development, the recommendations must be detailed and clearly illustrate that extant historic structures will not be negatively affected. 
Where mitigative actions (i.e., site avoidance, HRIA, etc.) are recommended for a development, the recommendations must clearly identify all potentially affected extant historic structures, define the reasons for undertaking the recommended measures and outline the steps needed to execute them.

	Information Provided By:

	Name:
Company:
Phone number:
Fax number:
E-mail address:
Date (mm-dd-yyyy)
Provide the name, affiliation and contact information of the person who conducted the historic structures evaluation and completed the recommendations.

	(15) Indigenous Traditional Use Sites:

	Potentially Impacted Sites
	Relationship to Activity and Anticipated Impacts

	Give a brief description and provide ATS locations for all HRV 4c lands that lie within the proposed project or activity footprint

e.g.,
Ceremonial site, LSD 3-13-26-8-W4M
	Provide a detailed description of the project components that lie within each HRV 4c land parcel. 





Proposed access road and well pad lie within this land parcel.

	Give a brief description, ATS locations and related information for all previous recorded or new sites situated in the vicinity of the project area that may be considered Indigenous traditional use sites of an historic resource nature.

This information can be known through, but not limited to, any previous field work, Historic Resources Impact Assessments and/or proponent consultation processes.

Provide any relevant FNC Pre-Consultation Assessments and Adequacy Decisions issued by the Aboriginal Consultation Office and any supplemental documentation related to traditional use site concerns. Establish clearly distinguishable site codes


e.g.,
TUS-1 burial site, LSD 3-12-64-9-W5M, reported through consultation on project Y with AA community, FNC number/ HRMB file number, etc.


	If such information exists, describe all previously reported Indigenous traditional use sites within the vicinity of the proposed development footprint including the source of the information, description and condition of site and the relation of the proposed project to the sites.

When information has been provided by an Indigenous informant, identify the community affiliation along with pertinent traditional use information. 

If applicable, identify what mitigation measures were provided by the community for the site(s) in question. 

If information regarding potential traditional use sites has resulted from ongoing or past consultations indicate if the consultation is ongoing or if the information was the result of a past consultation efforts. Also state whether adequacy was provided by the ACO. 

Identify what mitigation measures were provided by the community for the site(s) in question and if that was responded to by the proponent during the consultation process.  The Record of Consultation (RoC) may be used to provide information to potential traditional use sites of an historic resource nature.




	Evaluation:

	All evaluations, outside of recorded HRV 4c sites, must include identification of the criteria used to define the traditional use sites, information of where the data for the site originated (past HRIA, community informant, etc.), the relationship of the development or activity to impact potential traditional use sites.

	Recommendations:

	Recommendations should be limited to mitigation and avoidance of traditional use sites of an historic resource nature. The Crown holds the duty to consult and as such any determinations for consultation requirements rest with, and are limited to, Crown decision makers.  

	Information Provided By:

	Name:
Company:
Phone number:
Fax number:
E-mail address:
Date (mm-dd-yyyy)
Provide the name, affiliation and contact information of the person who conducted the traditional use site evaluation and completed the recommendations.
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