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New Cabinet members and structure reflect Albertans' priorities, Premier says

Six new portfolios created to focus on emerging priorities; two associate minister positions eliminated;
Deputy Premier appointed to represent rural Alberta

Edmonton - Alberta's new provincial Cabinet has been formed to mirror the priorities of Albertans, with
new portfolios created in the areas of Seniors, Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, Revenue,
Solicitor General, Transportation and Sustainable Resource Development.

As well, Shirley McClellan, MLA for Drumheller-Chinook, was named Deputy Premier with the primary
duty to represent rural interests at the Cabinet table.

The new Cabinet roster and breakdown of ministerial portfolios was announced today by Premier Ralph
Klein. The new Cabinet contains six new ministries and the two previous associate minister posts have
been eliminated, bringing the size of Cabinet from 20 to 24 ministers (including the Premier). 

"During the recent election campaign, we heard from Albertans that emerging new priorities and issues
need to be reflected at the Cabinet table in better, more direct ways," Klein said. "This new Cabinet
structure, and the 23 men and women who now sit with me at the Cabinet table, will ensure that those
priorities are well-represented in accordance with Albertans' wishes. This line-up also gives a stronger
Cabinet voice to the Capital Region. I'm very proud of this Cabinet and its great potential.

"I'm very pleased that Shirley McClellan has agreed to serve as Deputy Premier. As well as representing
the Premier when I'm not available and serving as Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development,
she will act as government's rural lieutenant, bringing a strong voice for rural communities to the Cabinet
table," said Klein.

The Premier pointed to the new Seniors ministry as an example of responding to campaign issues. "Across
Canada, the population is aging, and Alberta is now home to more seniors than ever," Klein said. "We
heard from many seniors during the campaign that an integrated approach by government to seniors issues
is essential. A separate Seniors portfolio will ensure that the contributions of seniors can be maximized and
that the government is well-positioned to respond to the changing needs of our seniors."

The establishment of an Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development ministry reflects the importance of
the Aboriginal presence in Alberta. "We have a comprehensive Aboriginal strategy developed for Alberta
and our priority now is to make sure it is implemented quickly and in full partnership with Aboriginal
peoples," Klein said.

The new Transportation portfolio will focus on development and maintenance of a roads and highways
system to meet the needs of the 21st century, Klein said. "During the campaign, municipal leaders and
others told me that Alberta's road systems are facing tremendous pressure as a result of the province's rapid
economic growth. As well, now that the provincial government has taken over responsibility for
maintenance of secondary highways and key primary highways, it makes sense to have a ministry dedicated
to these tasks."

Creating a Solicitor General ministry ensures that government efforts to fight crime are maximized, said the
Premier, who noted that concern about crime was a theme he heard in every corner of the province during
the campaign. "The first priority of Solicitor General Heather Forsyth will be to ensure maximum



coordination of police and crime prevention efforts so that our communities are as safe as they can be," he
said.

The new ministries of Revenue and Sustainable Resource Development were also created based on
feedback received during the campaign. "With the growing level and complexity of provincial revenues,
we need a ministry dedicated to management of those revenues. The Revenue Minister will also have the
responsibility to shape a solid, positive plan for the future of the Heritage Savings Trust Fund," said the
Premier. "And, in the area of resource development, there's a clear desire among Albertans to ensure that
economic development is balanced with wise management of our precious resources. That's why a
Sustainable Resource Development ministry is important."

The Premier also announced that Carol Haley (Airdrie-Rocky View) will continue in her post as
Government Caucus Whip.

The new Cabinet will be sworn in at a ceremony at Government House at 11:00 a.m. on March 19. The
first meeting of the new Cabinet will be that afternoon at 2:00 p.m. in the Cabinet Room of the Legislature.
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Note: Backgrounders are attached naming the new Cabinet in order of precedence, and summarizing the
new ministry structures for all departments.

Media enquiries may be directed to:

Gordon Turtle - Office of the Premier - Phone: (780)422-8475
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New Cabinet named by Premier

Edmonton - Premier Ralph Klein announced the new membership of Executive Council. Below is the
membership, with names listed in order of precedence.

Ralph Klein

 (Calgary-Elbow) - Premier, President of Executive Council, Chair of Agenda and Priorities Committee,
Vice-Chair of Treasury Board, Minister responsible for the Public Affairs Bureau 
Shirley McClellan

 (Drumheller-Chinook) - Deputy Premier, Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development,
Vice-Chair of Agenda and Priorities Committee 
Patricia Nelson

 (Calgary-Foothills) - Minister of Finance, Chair of Treasury Board 
Halvar Jonson

 (Ponoka-Rimbey) - Minister of International and Intergovernmental Relations 
Ty Lund

 (Rocky Mountain House) - Minister of Infrastructure 
Gary Mar



Gary Mar

 (Calgary-Nose Creek) - Minister of Health and Wellness 
Murray Smith

 (Calgary-Varsity) - Minister of Energy 
Stan Woloshyn

 (Stony Plain) - Minister of Seniors 
Ed Stelmach

 (Vegreville-Viking) - Minister of Transportation 
Clint Dunford

 (Lethbridge-West) - Minister of Human Resources and Employment 
Lyle Oberg

 (Strathmore-Brooks) - Minister of Learning 
Iris Evans

 (Sherwood Park) - Minister of Children's Services 
David Hancock

 (Edmonton-Whitemud) - Minister of Justice and Attorney General, Government House Leader 
Lorne Taylor

 (Cypress-Medicine Hat) - Minister of Environment 
Mike Cardinal

 (Athabasca-Wabasca) - Minister of Sustainable Resource Development 
Pearl Calahasen

 (Lesser Slave Lake) - Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development 
Gene Zwozdesky

 (Edmonton-Mill Creek) - Minister of Community Development, Deputy House Leader 
Ron Stevens

 (Calgary-Glenmore) - Minister of Gaming, responsible for the Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission,
and Deputy House Leader  
Greg Melchin

 (Calgary-Northwest) - Minister of Revenue 
Guy Boutilier

 (Fort McMurray) - Minister of Municipal Affairs 
Victor Doerksen

 (Red Deer-South) - Minister of Innovation and Science 
David Coutts

 (Livingstone-Macleod) - Minister of Government Services 
Heather Forsyth

 (Calgary-Fish Creek) - Solicitor General 
Mark Norris

 (Edmonton-McClung) - Minister of Economic Development 
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Media enquiries to: 

Gordon Turtle - Office of the Premier - phone: (780)422-8475
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New government structure announced by Premier

Edmonton - Premier Ralph Klein announced a new structure for government and the Alberta Public Service.
The structure is as follows:

Ministry
Major Responsibilities Deputy Minister

   

Aboriginal Affairs and
Northern Development
[new]

Aboriginal Affairs (from
International and
Intergovernmental Relations);
Northern Alberta Development
Council (from Resource
Development)

Patricia (Paddy) Meade

   

Agriculture, Food and
Rural Development

Agriculture, Food and Rural
Development (except Public Lands)

Brian Manning

   

Children's Services Children's Services Paula Tyler

   

Community
Development

Community Development (except
Seniors);
Persons with Developmental
Disabilities Boards and
Foundation, Michener Centre and
Premier's Council on the Status of
Persons with Disabilities(from
Health & Wellness);

William Byrne



Parks and Protected Areas (from
Environment)

   

Economic
Development

Economic Development Barry Mehr

   

Energy [formerly
Resource
Development]

Resource Development (except
Forest Industry Development,
Northern Alberta Development
Council)
Energy and Utilities Board

Ken Smith

   

Environment Environment (except Parks and
Protected Areas, Land and Forest
Service, Fisheries and Wildlife
Management, Natural Resources
Conservation Board)

Roger Palmer

   

Finance [formerly
Treasury]

Financial Management and
Planning (from Treasury)

Peter Kruselnicki

   

Gaming Gaming, Alberta Gaming and
Liquor Commission

Norm Peterson

   

Government Services Government Services
Information Management and
Privacy (from Municipal Affairs)
Records Management (from
Innovation & Science)
Alberta Corporate Service Centre
(from Executive Council)

Roger Jackson

   



Health and Wellness Health and Wellness (except
Persons with Developmental
Disabilities Boards and
Foundation, Michener Centre,
Premier's Council on the Status of
Persons with Disabilities, Healthy
Aging Partnership Initiative)
AADAC

Shelley
Ewart-Johnson

   

Human Resources and
Employment

Human Resources and Employment
Personnel Administration Office

Ron Hicks

Jim Dixon (Public
Service
Commissioner)

   

Infrastructure Infrastructure (except Roads and
Public Transportation,
Transportation Engineering and the
Transportation Safety Board)

Maria David-Evans

   

Innovation and Science Innovation and Science (except
Records Management)

Dan Bader

   

International and
Intergovernmental
Relations

International and
Intergovernmental Relations
(except Aboriginal Affairs)

Gerry Bourdeau

   

Justice Justice (except Policing and
Correctional Services)

Paul Bourque

   

Learning Learning Don Ford

   



Municipal Affairs Municipal Affairs (except
Information Management and
Privacy)

Doug Radke

   

Revenue [new] Treasury (except Financial
Management and Planning)

Eric McGhan

   

Seniors [new] Seniors (from Community
Development);
Healthy Aging Partnership
Initiative (from Health and
Wellness)

Ken Wilson

   

Solicitor General [new] Policing and Correctional Services
(from Justice)

Jim Nichols

   

Sustainable Resource
Development [new]

Public Lands (from Agriculture,
Food and Rural Development)
Land and Forest Service, Fisheries
and Wildlife Management, Natural
Resources Conservation Board
(from Environment)

Bob Fessenden

   

Transportation [new] Roads and Public Transportation
Transportation Engineering and the
Transportation Safety Board (from
Infrastructure)

Jay Ramotar
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