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The Alberta Health Care Insurance Act (the Act) authorizes Ministerial disclosure of physician 
payments in accordance with the Physician Payment Disclosure Regulation (the Regulation).  
 
The Regulation requires the disclosure of all fee for service benefits paid in respect of the 
physician during the fiscal year ending March 31. The Minister may also disclose other items 
related to those payments, as outlined in the Regulation. 
 
In accordance with section 20.3 of the Act, a physician may apply for an exemption from 
disclosure. An individual may be exempt from disclosure if the disclosure could unduly threaten 
the safety of that physician. 
 
Application eligibility  
An application for a disclosure exemption may be made by the individual physician who is 
subject to the disclosure. 
 
An individual physician cannot make an application on behalf of another individual physician.  
 

Exemption application process  

An application for an individual physician exemption must be made by filling out the related form 
posted on the physician payment disclosure website at alberta.ca/PhysicianPaymentDisclosure 
 
Applicants must complete and sign the exemption application form and submit it to the address 
identified on the form. Physicians are required to provide the Practitioner Identifier that they use 
to submit their claims for benefits to Alberta Health. This identifier is uniquely associated with an 
individual physician’s payment activity. 
 
There must be one form for each individual physician. Alberta Health will not recognize 
applications for groups of physicians. In order to be considered, each application must describe 
the specific personal circumstances necessitating an exemption from public disclosure. 
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Deadline for exemption applications  

The date specified for submitting applications will be determined by the department each fiscal 
year and will be announced publicly. The date chosen will be a minimum of 30 days prior to the 
date of disclosure. 
 

Undue threats to physicians’ safety  

The onus is on the applicant to set out, in the application form, facts that demonstrate the 

potential undue threat to an applicant’s safety because of the payment disclosure. 

 

Examples of circumstances that may justify an exemption include:  

 long-standing harassment, spousal abuse, or stalking issues; and  

 specific and credible threats against their safety where the disclosure could be linked to 
the threat.  

 

Generally, exemptions are less likely to be granted when:  

 a potential threat appears to be purely speculative;  

 payment disclosure is unlikely to worsen safety risks that existed prior to disclosure;  

 the applicant is merely opposed to the concept of payment disclosure;  

 the applicant’s name is already published on an employee list, particularly where the 
organization’s salary ranges are also public or readily accessible; or 

 the applicant’s name is already published on a list hosted by the College of Physicians & 

Surgeons of Alberta, Alberta Health Services or other health entity or other health entity 

listed in section 20.3(2) of the Alberta Health Care Insurance Act.  

 
These examples are illustrative only and are not binding on the assigned official who will make 

exemption application decisions on a case by case basis. Applicants should include all 

appropriate facts that may be relevant.  

 

Exemption application review process  

Once received, the designated official from Justice and Solicitor General will make the final 

decision. 

 

The statutory test is whether the disclosure could unduly threaten the safety of the physician.  

The applicant must provide sufficient information to establish a threat that is logically connected 

with, and could flow from, disclosure of the physician’s payment information under the Act. Such 

threats are those that would not ordinarily occur because of the nature of the physician’s role. 
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Exemption Application denial rationale: 

1. Request is too vague to be evaluated. 
The applicant states that disclosure will adversely affect them but the information supplied is 

too general to identify a specific threat to their safety. Under the Act, an applicant must 

provide concrete and realistic reasons for seeking an exemption, which must not be vague 

or speculative.  

 

2. Threat is not related to physician safety. 
The applicant states that disclosure will adversely affect them by, for example, breaching 

their privacy or affecting their peer relationships. Non-safety related concerns are insufficient 

to meet the statutory test for an exemption.  

 

3. Threat to physician’s safety is not connected to disclosure.  
The applicant works in an environment where they must deal with difficult people, or 

inherent with the position is a level of risk. As noted above, the Act does not protect against 

all or any possible threats to safety. The threat must be undue and logically associated with 

the disclosure of a physician’s payment information.  

 

Exemption application extensions  

Once the application is received, the Minister may extend the time period within which 

disclosure must take place or temporarily exclude physician information, documents or records, 

from disclosure pending completion of the review of the application or the outcome of a related 

court action. 

 

 

Exemption application decisions 

All physicians will be notified in writing of the final decision regarding the outcome of their 

exemption application. The applicant’s information will be withheld from disclosure pending the 

outcome of the application review. If the designated official does not grant an exemption based 

on the information that has been provided, Alberta Health will be asked to withhold disclosure 

for a period of six months from the date of this decision, in the event that the individual wishes to 

apply to the Court of Queen’s Bench for judicial review of this decision. 

 

Exemption Period Duration 

If the designated official grants the exemption it is generally valid for five years unless the 

circumstances warrant an earlier expiry date. This allows the exemption to be reviewed in order 

to ensure it is still required. Where an exemption expires, disclosure will resume for the 

succeeding years. It is the responsibility of the physician to monitor the expiry dates for the 

exemption and re-apply, if necessary.  

 

Frequently Asked Questions  

What is the purpose of the Physician Payment Disclosure Regulation?  

The Act increases transparency by requiring the disclosure of payments made to physicians 

during each fiscal year. The disclosure is for total fee-for-service billings and will include: 
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o Physician name; 
o Specialty; 
o Practice location(s) in Alberta; 
o Discrete Patients Seen; and 
o Number of Days Worked. 

 

Does FOIP apply?  

The personal information provided on the exemption application form for physicians will be used 

for the purpose of making a determination under section 20.3(5) of the Act and related 

regulations. It is collected under the authority of section 33(c) of the Freedom of Information and 

Protection of Privacy Act, commonly known as FOIP, and is subject to the provisions of that Act. 

Questions about the collection of this information can be directed to the assigned official.  

 

What resources are available to assist in identifying any risks associated with a 

physician’s payment disclosure, for example security concerns related to extended 

family?  

The Government of Canada provides information and advice on travel situations that may affect 

the safety and well-being of Canadians. This information is available at travel.gc.ca. Travel 

advisories list countries of security concern and provide advice to ensure informed decisions 

can be made by Canadian travelers. 
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