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Big Island Provincial Park
Proposal Summary

Vision: Big Island Provincial Park will be a destination of choice for people of all ages, both 
area residents and visitors. It will focus on the conservation and protection of sensitive 
ecosystems, while providing unique opportunities for storytelling, cultural exchange, learning 
and recreation. It will be a model for park development, land management and stewardship  
by Indigenous and non-Indigenous governments and be inclusive of Indigenous peoples  
and land uses.

Why

To conserve, protect and 
preserve a culturally, historically 
and ecologically significant 
piece of land along the North 
Saskatchewan River. 

Who

The Alberta government, 
Enoch Cree Nation and City of 
Edmonton working collaboratively 
to establish and manage a park 
for every Albertan to enjoy.

Where

Along the North Saskatchewan 
River in southwest Edmonton.

When

Engagement: Summer 2022

Establishment: Fall 2022

Planning: Winter 2022-23 onwards

How

Albertans are invited to provide 
feedback using an online survey 
to inform the establishment of 
Big Island Provincial Park. 
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What is a provincial park?  

The primary goal of provincial parks is to conserve nature; 
however, they also support outdoor, nature-based recreation. 
Provincial parks benefit every Albertan, providing mental and 
social benefits while attracting visitors from around the world 
and contributing to our economy.

 
 
 

What activities will Big Island support?  

• Establishing Big Island Provincial Park would protect a 
sensitive river valley ecosystem while creating sustainable 
outdoor recreation opportunities for Albertans to enjoy. 

• The park would prioritize conservation with river and land 
access and interpretive programming to share Indigenous 
and settler histories and connections to the site while 
remaining respectful of ecological sensitives. 

• Albertans will be able to participate in water-based 
recreation, hiking and walking, picnicking, nature 
appreciation activities, and cultural exchanges with an 
interconnected trail system, interpretive amenities and day 
use areas throughout the park.

How will Big Island be developed?

• We will seek to use existing footprints wherever possible to 
ensure the natural values are not further impacted.

• Big Island is being planned to accommodate walk-in, 
wheelchair and river access. 

Highlights from the draft Establishment Proposal for Big Island Provincial Park:


