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Introduction

The written responses in this document are examples of Social Studies 30–2 Diploma Examination writing that received 
scores of Satisfactory (S), Proficient (Pf), and Excellent (E). These example responses are taken from the January 2023 Social 
Studies 30–2 Diploma Examination. Along with the rationales that accompany them, they should help you and your students to 
understand the standards for Social Studies 30–2 diploma examination writing in relation to the scoring criteria.

The purpose of the example responses is to illustrate the standards that governed the January 2023 marking session. The 
example responses and the rationales were also used to train markers to apply the scoring criteria consistently and to justify their 
decisions about scores in terms of an individual student’s work and the criteria.

These example responses represent a small sample of how students successfully approached the assignments.

Selection and use of example papers
The teachers on the Standards Confirmation Committee for the January 2023 marking session selected the examples of student 
papers included here.

During their preparation for the marking session, group leaders (teachers specially selected to assist the Provincial Assessment 
Sector staff during the marking session) reviewed and validated the standards represented by these example papers. Group 
leaders then used these example papers for training the teachers who marked the written-response sections of the January 
2023 Social Studies 30–2 Diploma Examination.

Cautions

1.	 The rationales are brief.   
 
The rationales were written for groups of markers to discuss and then to apply during the marking session. Although brief, 
they provide a model for relating specific examples from student writing to the details in a specific scoring criterion.

2.	 Neither the scoring guide nor the assignments are meant to limit students to a single organizational or 
rhetorical approach in completing any diploma examination assignment. 
 
Students must be free to select and organize their materials in a manner that they feel will enable them to best present 
their ideas. In fact, part of what is being assessed is the final effectiveness of the content, as well as the organizational and 
rhetorical choices that students make. 
 
The examples of student writing in this document illustrate just a few of the many organizational and rhetorical strategies 
used successfully by students in January 2023. 
 
We advise you not to draw any conclusions about common patterns of approach taken by students. 

3.	 The example papers presented in this document must not be used as models for instructional purposes. 
 
Because these example papers are illustrative only, and because they are example responses to a set topic, students 
must be cautioned not to memorize the content of any of these assignments and not to use them either when completing 
classroom assignments or when writing future diploma examinations. Examination markers and staff at Alberta Education 
take any hint of plagiarism or cheating extremely seriously. The consequences for students are grave. 
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The approaches taken by students at the standard of excellence are what other students should consider emulating, not 
their words or ideas. In fact, it is hoped that the variety of approaches presented here inspires students to take risks—to 
experiment with diction, syntax, and organization as a way to develop an individual style and to engage the reader in ideas 
that the student has considered

4.	 It is essential that you consider each of the examples of student writing within the constraints of the 
examination situation. 
 
Under examination conditions, students produce first-draft writing. Given access to additional resources, students would be 
expected to produce papers of considerably improved quality, particularly in the dimension of Communication.
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2023 Writing Assignments

January 2023

Social Studies 30–2
Part A: Written Response
Grade 12 Diploma Examination

Description

Time: 2½ hours. This examination was 
developed to be completed in 2½ hours;  
however, you may take up to 5 hours to 
complete the examination, should you need it.

Plan your time carefully.

Part A: Written Response contributes 50% 
of the total Social Studies 30–2 Diploma 
Examination mark and consists of three 
assignments.

• Assignment I 
Value: 10% of total examination mark 
Suggested time: 20–25 minutes

• Assignment II 
Value: 20% of total examination mark 
Suggested time: 40– 45 minutes

• Assignment III 
Value: 20% of total examination mark 
Suggested time: 40– 45 minutes

Do not write your name anywhere in the 
booklet or on your response. Feel free to 
make handwritten revisions directly on your 
final response.

Instructions

 • Complete all three assignments.

 • You may use the following print references:
– an English and/or bilingual dictionary
– a thesaurus
– an authorized writing handbook

 • Space is provided in the booklet for 
planning.

 • It is your responsibility to print out  
(or handwrite) and staple all of your final 
written work to the designated pages in  
the booklet. You must also verify that this 
has been done correctly. Page 5 illustrates 
how to attach your final work to the booklet.

Additional Instructions for Students Using 
Word Processors

 • Format your work using an easy-to-read 
12-point font, double space, and use headers 
and footers as illustrated on page 5.

Additional Instructions for Students Who are 
Handwriting

 • Use the paper provided by your school 
for handwritten work. Note that there is 
no paper provided in the booklet for final 
written work. 

 • Use blue or black ink for handwritten work.
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Assignment I
Value: 10% of the total examination mark
Suggested time: 20–25 minutes
Suggested word count range: 250 to 550 words

Which characteristic(s) is/are the most important 
to modern liberalism?

Write a response in which you must
• identify the characteristic(s) that is/are the most important to modern liberalism
• explain why the characteristic(s) is/are the most important
• support your response using your understanding of social studies

Reminders for Writing

• Organize your response
• Proofread your response
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Source I REUTERS/Stephen Lam
Daniel Leal-Olivas/AFP via Getty Images

Write a response in which you must interpret each of the three sources on 
pages 6 and 7 and answer both questions on page 9.

Source I

Oakland, United States, 
November 25, 2014—
Reaction following the 
announcement that a white 
police officer would not be 
charged in the shooting of 
an unarmed, 18-year-old 
African American

London, United Kingdom, 
July 9, 2016—Protest 
against police brutality 
in the United States after 
two incidents of African 
American men being shot 
and killed by police officers

Note: The partially visible 
sign on the right side of the 
photograph reads, “white 
silence costs lives.”

Assignment II
Value: 20% of the total examination mark
Suggested time: 40–45 minutes
Suggested word count range: 375 to 900 words
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Source III

Source II

Source II Michael de Adder/Artizans.com
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What does each of the three sources presented on 
pages 6 and 7 communicate about the role of individuals 

in society?

AND

Considering the sources presented on pages 6 and 7, what 
do you think should be the role of individuals in society?

Write a response in which you must
• interpret each source to identify what the source tells you about the role of 

individuals in society
• explain and defend your position on what the role of individuals in society 

should be
• support your interpretations and position by referring to the sources and to your 

understanding of social studies

Reminders for Writing

• Remember that you must answer both questions
• Organize your response
• Proofread your response

Assignment II
Value: 20% of the total examination mark
Suggested time: 40–45 minutes
Suggested word count range: 375 to 900 words
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Should Canada trade with countries that have poor 
human-rights records?

Write a response in which you must
• explore the issue of trade with countries that have poor human-rights records
• analyze various points of view on the issue
• explain and defend your position on the issue 
• support your point of view using your understanding of social studies

Reminders for Writing

• Organize your response
• Proofread your response

Assignment III
Value: 20% of the total examination mark
Suggested time: 40–45 minutes
Suggested word count range: 350 to 800 words

Responses to the following question posed in an online forum:
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Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales

Social Studies 30–2 Assignment I, January 2023

Example Scored Satisfactory (S)

Page 1 of 1
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2023 
Assignment I 
Example Paper—Satisfactory (S)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Explanations and Support (S)

Satisfactory

S

•	 Explanations are general and 
straightforward, revealing an 
acceptable understanding. 

Explanations are general and straightforward, revealing an 
acceptable understanding; for example, “Economic Equality is 
a big one for Modern Liberals. They find it very important that 
society’s wealth is shared around evenly, and not just held by 
a smaller group of more financially wealthy individuals. They 
believe that it’s better to tax the rich more in support of the 
little guy.”

•	 Support is relevant but general 
and/or only partially developed and 
may contain errors. 

Support is relevant, but general and only partially developed, 
as seen in “They believe in the protection of the earth from 
large companies that intend to destroy it for a profit.” and 
“Modern Liberalism is very supportive of equal rights for 
everyone, no matter your sex, race, religion, or anything else 
you can think of.”

•	 The response demonstrates an 
acceptable understanding of the 
assigned task.

An acceptable understanding of the assigned task is 
demonstrated in “Often referred to as “Modern Liberalism,” 
it’s now a very conscious set of beliefs, much different than 
it was through the past, with a very large focus on human 
equality and the protection of what’s all around us.”

Communication (S)

Satisfactory

S

•	 The writing is straightforward and 
functionally organized. 

The writing is straightforward and functionally organized into 
four paragraphs.

•	 Vocabulary is adequate. Vocabulary, such as “human equality,” “little guy,” “big deal,” 
and “large companies,” is adequate.

•	 The writing demonstrates basic 
control of sentence construction, 
grammar, and mechanics. 

Basic control of sentence construction, grammar, and 
mechanics is demonstrated in “They believe that all humans 
deserve the same treatment as their neighbour.”

•	 Errors do not seriously interfere with 
communication.

Errors, such as the incorrect use of capitalization, do not 
seriously interfere with communication.
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Page 1 of 2

Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales

Social Studies 30–2 Assignment I, January 2023

Example Scored Proficient (Pf)
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Social Studies 30–2 Assignment I, January 2023, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)

Page 2 of 2
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2023 
Assignment I 
Example Paper—Proficient (Pf)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Explanations and Support (Pf)

Proficient

Pf

•	 Explanations are appropriate 
and purposeful, revealing a clear 
understanding.

Explanations are appropriate and purposeful, revealing a clear 
understanding; for example, “A political structure was born 
where women felt they could bring new ideas into the mix 
and others, who had also found a safe space for their ideas, 
would agree.” and “The win for universal suffrage, leading 
women to be able to not only vote but get divorced, own 
property, and open a bank account, was done with modern 
thinking, not classical.”

•	 Support is relevant and appropriate 
but may contain minor errors.

Support is relevant and appropriate, as seen in “In Canada 
there is a government program that will send mothers who 
are on maternity leave cheques, so they can continue to 
support their family. In the beginning of Covid-19 when non 
essential workers lost their jobs, the government of Canada 
sent out cheques…”

•	 The response demonstrates a clear 
understanding of the assigned task.

A clear understanding of the assigned task is demonstrated 
in “Containing characteristics that may fall in both collectivism 
and individualism, but as classical liberalism falls more right 
leaning, modern liberalism is considered more left leaning.” 
and “This characteristic is to put forth laws to have nature 
preserves and national parks, huge plots of land that will be 
untouched by industrialization.”

Communication (Pf)

Proficient

Pf

•	 The writing is clear and logically 
organized.

The writing is clear and logically organized into four 
paragraphs.

•	 Vocabulary is appropriate. Vocabulary, such as “universal suffrage” and “eco‑friendly 
packaging,” is appropriate.

•	 The writing demonstrates capable 
control of sentence construction, 
grammar, and mechanics.

Capable control of sentence construction, grammar, and 
mechanics is demonstrated in “Parts of economic equality 
would be public services and services that provide an income 
for people who cannot work, currently or ever, or are retired.”

•	 Errors do not interfere with 
communication.

Errors, such as a syntactical error in the first paragraph, do 
not interfere with communication.
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Page 1 of 2

Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales

Social Studies 30–2 Assignment I, January 2023

Example Scored Excellent (E)
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Page 2 of 2

Social Studies 30–2 Assignment I, January 2023, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2023 
Assignment I 
Example Paper—Excellent (E)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Explanations and Support (E)

Excellent

E

•	 Explanations are deliberate and 
comprehensive, revealing a 
perceptive understanding.

Explanations are deliberate and comprehensive, revealing a 
perceptive understanding; for example, “Competition between 
companies and individuals stimulated the economy, and 
funded social services through taxes which were created to 
enable those who were struggling in society to prosper from 
competition as well.” and “The women’s suffrage movement 
was flourishing during the transition from classical liberalism 
to modern liberalism…”

•	 Support is specific and accurate, 
and errors, if present, do not detract 
from the response.

Support is specific and accurate, as seen in “Women 
were finally declared “persons” under the law, due to the 
determination of the famous five, and were given the right 
to vote. This change paved the way for other discriminated 
groups to also obtain the right to vote, along with other 
essential Canadian rights protected by the Canadian Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms.”

•	 The response demonstrates 
a thorough and perceptive 
understanding of the assigned task.

A thorough and perceptive understanding of the assigned 
task is demonstrated in “Features of society such as 
Canada’s national healthcare system allow individuals to 
receive treatment they need for reasonable costs. This 
ensures that all Canadian workers are in good health, which 
in turn stimulates the economy since sick and injured citizens 
cannot compete in the production of goods.”

Communication (E)

Excellent

E

•	 The writing is fluent and effectively 
organized.

The writing is fluent and effectively organized into two 
paragraphs.

•	 Vocabulary is precise. Vocabulary, such as “stimulated,” “impoverished,” and 
“reallocated,” is precise.

•	 The writing demonstrates confident 
control of sentence construction, 
grammar, and mechanics.

Confident control of sentence construction, grammar, and 
mechanics is demonstrated in “Today, Canada follows 
a policy of multiculturalism which is supported by the 
Multiculturalism Act, the first of its kind.”

•	 Errors, if present, are 
inconsequential.

Errors are inconsequential.



18 Social Studies 30–2 Examples of the Standards for Students’ Writing  |  Alberta Education, Provincial Assessment 

Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales

Social Studies 30–2 Assignment II, January 2023

Example Scored Satisfactory (S)

Page 1 of 2
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Social Studies 30–2 Assignment II, January 2023, Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)

Page 2 of 2
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2023 
Assignment II 
Example Paper—Satisfactory (S)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Interpretation of Sources (S)

Satisfactory

S

•	 Interpretations are adequate 
but general and may contain 
misconceptions.  

•	 Interpretations may not address all 
sources. 

Interpretations are adequate but general; for example, “This 
communicates that individuals must not be afraid to speak 
up against what they think is wrong and share their voice to 
create change, without individuals sharing their opinions no 
change will happen. Which is why it is the role of the individual 
to speak up when rights are getting violated or if the individual 
does not agree with something.”

•	 Evidence is relevant but general 
and/or only partially developed and 
may contain errors. 

Evidence is relevant but general, as seen in “The author of 
this source is communicating that the role of individuals does 
not only affect the individual, but it also starts to affect many 
other people. It is unnecessary to be forced to provide more 
money to individuals who choose to make bad choices such 
as smoking, however every individual is responsible for paying 
taxes to provide health care for others.”

•	 The response demonstrates an 
acceptable understanding of 
applicable social studies knowledge 
and the assigned task.

An acceptable understanding of applicable social studies 
knowledge and the assigned task is demonstrated in “The 
author of this source is trying to communicate that it is not 
only the governments’ responsibility to help the environment, 
but also the individuals in society are responsible. This 
shows that the government can only do so much to help the 
environment, as the rest is up to the individual…”

Defence of Position (S)

Satisfactory

S

•	 The defence of position is based on 
one or more adequate arguments

The defence of position is based on adequate arguments; for 
example, “Individuals must be responsible for their own health 
as well as how they treat the environment.”

•	 Evidence is relevant but general 
and/or only partially developed and 
may contain errors.

Evidence is relevant but general and only partially developed, 
as seen in “Not all responsibilities are for the government to 
deal with, it is also up to the individual to notice what they are 
doing and try to help the problem.”

•	 The response demonstrates an 
acceptable understanding of 
applicable social studies knowledge 
and the assigned task.

An acceptable understanding of applicable social studies 
knowledge and the assigned task is demonstrated in 
“Individuals must also speak up when they see something 
wrong, as the government can not speak for every single 
person it is important to have the individuals voices heard.” 
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Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Communication (S)

Satisfactory

S

•	 The writing is straightforward and 
functionally organized.

The writing is straightforward and functionally organized into 
four paragraphs.

•	 Basic stylistic choices may 
contribute to the creation of an 
adequate voice.

Basic stylistic choices contribute to the creation of an 
adequate voice, as seen in “In my opinion the role of 
individuals in society are very important as individuals have a 
lot of responsibilities.”

•	 Vocabulary is adequate. Vocabulary, such as “speak up” and “violated,” is adequate.

•	 The writing demonstrates basic 
control of sentence construction, 
grammar, and mechanics.

Basic control of sentence construction, grammar, and 
mechanics is demonstrated in “The author of this source is 
communicating that the role of individuals does not only affect 
the individual, but it also starts to affect many other people.”

•	 Errors do not seriously interfere with 
communication.

Errors, such as “do to their fruity flavours,” do not seriously 
interfere with communication.
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Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales

Social Studies 30–2 Assignment II, January 2023

Example Scored Proficient (Pf)

Page 1 of 3
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Social Studies 30–2 Assignment II, January 2023, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)

Page 2 of 3
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Page 3 of 3

Social Studies 30–2 Assignment II, January 2023, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2023 
Assignment II 
Example Paper—Proficient (Pf)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Interpretation of Sources (Pf)

Proficient

Pf

•	 Interpretations are sound and 
purposeful but may not address all 
sources.

Interpretations are sound and purposeful; for example, “What 
the author is trying to convey through this source is that 
individuals nowadays are sitting back, and waiting for the 
government to take action when it comes to issues such as 
protecting and helping the environment, and some individuals 
even contribute to worsening the state of the environment 
while complaining about nothing being done.”

•	 Evidence is relevant and appropriate 
but may contain minor errors.

Evidence is relevant and appropriate, as seen in “The 
message the author is trying to convey through these 
photographs is that individuals must fight back and protest 
against the systemic racism in our society today, if we want to 
see any real change.” and “they must take action themselves, 
instead of letting the government do whatever they please, 
as the role of individuals in today’s society is to hold the 
government accountable.”

•	 The response demonstrates a 
clear understanding of applicable 
social studies knowledge and the 
assigned task.

A clear understanding of applicable social studies knowledge 
and the assigned task is demonstrated in “Individuals who 
do vape must also consider how vaping is affecting their 
health, and how the rising need for healthcare because 
they’re vaping means that taxpayers will have a heavier weight 
on their shoulders. Citizens must work together to get the 
government to do something to prevent this drug-use, for the 
betterment of our society as a whole.” 
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Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Defence of Position (Pf)

Proficient

Pf

•	 The defence of position is based on 
one or more sound arguments.

The defence of position is based on sound arguments; for 
example, “I believe that the role of individuals in our modern 
society is to hold the government accountable, and take 
actions themselves. Individuals cannot afford to passively 
engage in society, as that gives the government too much 
power if there is no one protesting what they do or say, which 
can lead to a corrupt government or a dictatorship, if there is 
no one to keep them in check.”

•	 Evidence is relevant and appropriate 
but may contain minor errors.

Evidence is relevant and appropriate, as seen in “The people 
we see protesting are aware that if change must be made, 
they cannot sit by passively to wait for change to happen. 
In the past as well, it was the result of people taking action 
against the government, like during the civil rights movement, 
that gained equality for African Americans.”

•	 The response demonstrates a 
clear understanding of applicable 
social studies knowledge and the 
assigned task.

A clear understanding of applicable social studies knowledge 
and the assigned task is demonstrated in “One of the main 
points in a modern democracy, such as the one we have 
today in Canada, is that the government is held in check, to 
make sure they do not abuse or misuse their power, whether 
that be through free media or other political parties.” 

Communication (Pf)

Proficient

Pf

•	 The writing is clear and logically 
organized.

The writing is clear and logically organized into four 
paragraphs.

•	 Appropriate stylistic choices 
may contribute to the creation of 
a distinct voice.

Appropriate stylistic choices contribute to the creation of a 
distinct voice, as seen in “This political cartoon is trying to say 
that individuals need to be the change they want to see in the 
world, that sitting around and waiting for the government to 
act is not the role of people in society, that their role is to get 
up and do something about what’s happening around them, 
themselves.”

•	 Vocabulary is appropriate. Vocabulary, such as “systemic racism,” “passively,” 
“betterment,” and “corrupt government,” is appropriate.

•	 The writing demonstrates capable 
control of sentence construction, 
grammar, and mechanics.

Capable control of sentence construction, grammar, and 
mechanics is demonstrated in “The first source helps 
emphasize my point, as it shows people protesting and 
working to make change themselves.”

•	 Errors do not interfere with 
communication.

Errors, such as “teeangers,” do not interfere with 
communication.
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Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales

Social Studies 30–2 Assignment II, January 2023

Example Scored Excellent (E)
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Social Studies 30–2 Assignment II, January 2023, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–2 Assignment II, January 2023, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–2 Assignment II, January 2023, Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2023 
Assignment II 
Example Paper—Excellent (E)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Interpretation of Sources (E)

Excellent

E

•	 Interpretations are insightful, 
comprehensive, and address all 
sources.

Interpretations are insightful and comprehensive; for example, 
“This source communicates that the role of individuals in 
society is to make good choices, because the choices 
one makes have an impact on others. The companies 
manufacturing vaping devices flavour them to appeal to 
young adults so they can make more sales and generate 
more revenue for their company.” and “Individuals who vape 
do not only harm their own health, but also the health of 
people around them and, in severe cases, the healthcare 
system. Secondhand smoke is very harmful and it often 
affects people who do not smoke.”

•	 Evidence is specific and accurate, 
and errors, if present, do not detract 
from the response.

Evidence is specific and accurate, as seen in “Individuals 
must work to improve the society they live in, instead of 
leaving all of the responsibility to the government. Examples 
of how the individuals in the cartoon could work to reduce 
their carbon footprint include driving an electric car instead 
of one that uses gas, using renewable energy sources like 
solar and wind, and using compost and recycling more than 
landfills.”

•	 The response demonstrates 
a thorough and perceptive 
understanding of applicable 
social studies knowledge and the 
assigned task.

A thorough and perceptive understanding of applicable social 
studies knowledge and the assigned task is demonstrated 
in “Individuals have the right to peacefully protest if they 
feel something is unjust and want to make a change. 
Although individuals are not like the government, who hold 
positions of power, they can greatly influence decisions 
made in government by protesting, lobbying, and contacting 
their Member of Parliament or Member of the Legislative 
Assembly.”
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Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Defence of Position (E)

Excellent

E

•	 The defence of position is based on 
one or more convincing arguments.

The defence of position is based on convincing arguments; 
for example, “Individuals should take the initiative to create 
positive change instead of waiting for the government to solve 
their problems for them.” and “Individuals should protest 
things that they believe are wrong or should be improved, and 
be an active member of the democratic process. Individuals 
should be free to pursue their own self-interest, but still act 
with the common good in mind.”

•	 Evidence is specific and accurate, 
and errors, if present, do not detract 
from the response.

Evidence is specific and accurate, as seen in “When 
individuals work together, great changes can be made. In the 
Winnipeg General Strike, women angry with their insufficient 
pay, workers angry with their poor working conditions and 
like-minded people worked together to create change.”

•	 The response demonstrates 
a thorough and perceptive 
understanding of applicable 
social studies knowledge and the 
assigned task.

A thorough and perceptive understanding of applicable social 
studies knowledge and the assigned task is demonstrated in 
“The government resisted the strike, but the individuals did 
not back down until they achieved their goal. When many 
individuals work in unison, incredible reform and monumental 
change can be made.” 

Communication (E)

Excellent

E

•	 The writing is fluent and effectively 
organized.

The writing is fluent and effectively organized into four 
paragraphs.

•	 Effective stylistic choices may 
contribute to the creation of an 
engaging voice.

Effective stylistic choices contribute to the creation of an 
engaging voice, as seen in “Chainsmokers may have to seek 
out healthcare more often than people who do not smoke, 
which makes hospital staff busier, wait times longer, and tax 
rates higher.”

•	 Vocabulary is precise. Vocabulary, such as “emissions,” “carbon footprint,” 
“initiatives,” and “monumental,” is precise.

•	 The writing demonstrates confident 
control of sentence construction, 
grammar, and mechanics.

Confident control of sentence construction, grammar, 
and mechanics is demonstrated in “I think that the role of 
individuals in society should be to better the society they live 
in, hold the government accountable, and be rational and 
intelligent when making decisions.”

•	 Errors, if present, are 
inconsequential. 

Errors are inconsequential.
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Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales

Social Studies 30–2 Assignment III, January 2023

Example Scored Satisfactory (S)
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Social Studies 30–2 Assignment III, January 2023, Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2023 
Assignment III 
Example Paper—Satisfactory (S)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Exploration and Analysis (S)

Satisfactory

S

•	 Exploration of the issue(s) is 
adequate but general and may 
contain misconceptions.

Exploration of the issue is adequate but general; for example, 
“Whether Canada should being doing trade business with 
other countries comes down to if that country has good 
or bad human-rights records. Either Canada puts aside 
whatever records the country has, and just does strictly 
business with them, or we cut off all ties with countries that 
have poor records, and then try and change their society to 
become more like Canada’s.”

•	 Analysis is general and 
straightforward.

Analysis is general and straightforward, as seen in “This 
citizen is saying how Canada should only do business 
with those who strive for the same standards, and only do 
business when other countries uphold the same human 
records status as us. This will lower Canada’s trade supply, 
but could also promote a better way of life with those that we 
cut off.”

•	 The response demonstrates an 
acceptable understanding of various 
points of view on the issue(s) and 
the assigned task.

An acceptable understanding of various points of view on the 
issue and the assigned task is demonstrated in “if another 
country does not have the same human-rights record as us, 
we should not be interacting with them at all, unless it is to try 
and get them to side with Canada about their human-rights 
records. She thinks that even though this will drastically affect 
Canada’s trade companies, and the overall supplies we have, 
we should still cut ties with them because of their moral 
views.” 
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Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Defence of Position (S)

Satisfactory

S

•	 The defence of position is based on 
one or more adequate arguments.

The defence of position is based on adequate arguments; 
for example, “Although human-records should play a part in 
whether we trade with a country or not, it should not be the 
deciding factor in which we should be in business with them. 
We should try and influence other nations to be more pro 
human-records…”

•	 Evidence is relevant but general 
and/or only partially developed and 
may contain errors.

Evidence is relevant but general and only partially developed, 
as seen in “Canada is one of the highest when it comes to our 
human-rights records.” and “but in the end, we can’t control 
them, we can try and help them, but if they choose not to that 
is on them.”

•	 The response demonstrates an 
acceptable understanding of 
applicable social studies knowledge 
and the assigned task.

An acceptable understanding of applicable social studies 
knowledge and the assigned task is demonstrated in “In 
saying that, we should still be open to trade with whoever, 
because in the end, it still benefits Canada and it’s citizens.” 

Communication (S)

Satisfactory

S

•	 The writing is straightforward and 
functionally organized.

The writing is straightforward and functionally organized into 
five paragraphs.

•	 Basic stylistic choices may 
contribute to the creation of an 
adequate voice.

Basic stylistic choices contribute to the creation of an 
adequate voice, as seen in “No matter what the other 
countries state of well-being or welfare, Canada should still be 
taking these opportunities to get the upper hand whenever it 
is possible.”

•	 Vocabulary is adequate. Vocabulary, such as “strive,” “moral views,” and “massive 
role,” is adequate.

•	 The writing demonstrates basic 
control of sentence construction, 
grammar, and mechanics.

Basic control of sentence construction, grammar, and 
mechanics is demonstrated in “The first citizen believes that 
no matter what the country’s records are, we still should be 
trading with them, as we can still benefit from their product, 
as well as making sure other countries don’t step in and take 
it from us.”

•	 Errors do not seriously interfere with 
communication.

Errors, such as “being doing” and “human-records,” do not 
seriously interfere with communication.



37Social Studies 30–2 Examples of the Standards for Students’ Writing  |  Alberta Education, Provincial Assessment

Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales

Social Studies 30–2 Assignment III, January 2023

Example Scored Proficient (Pf)
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Social Studies 30–2 Assignment III, January 2023, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)

Page 2 of 3



39Social Studies 30–2 Examples of the Standards for Students’ Writing  |  Alberta Education, Provincial Assessment

Page 3 of 3

Social Studies 30–2 Assignment III, January 2023, Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2023 
Assignment III 
Example Paper—Proficient (Pf)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Exploration and Analysis (Pf)

Proficient

Pf

•	 Exploration of the issue(s) is sound 
and capable.

Exploration of the issue is sound and capable; for example, 
“Canada is known for its protection of human rights, and 
how this relates to international affairs can be controversial 
between citizens.”

•	 Analysis is appropriate and 
purposeful but may contain minor 
misconceptions.

Analysis is appropriate and purposeful, as seen in “No change 
has ever come from cutting off international relationships, 
it would only be detrimental to both countries. …If you look 
at the Industrial Revolution, workers had no power and no 
rights. The government needed to place more restrictions on 
businesses and there was a lot of economic restructuring to 
give workers more rights.”

•	 The response demonstrates a clear 
understanding of various points 
of view on the issue(s) and the 
assigned task.

A clear understanding of various points of view on the issue 
and the assigned task is demonstrated in “Canada may as 
well be the one to take advantage of the market and sustain 
national prosperity.” and “Strengthening trade relationships 
would be beneficial in multiple ways because Canada 
maintains a secure trading market, and has a possibility of a 
greater sphere of influence.” 
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Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Defence of Position (Pf)

Proficient

Pf

•	 The defence of position is based on 
one or more sound arguments.

The defence of position is based on sound arguments; for 
example, “Meanwhile, the Canadian market remains secure 
and international affairs remain peaceful. Cutting off trade with 
a country just because it is below a certain standard does 
not mean they will make any improvements, and would not 
change how Canada is viewed internationally.”

•	 Evidence is relevant and appropriate 
but may contain minor errors.

Evidence is relevant and appropriate, as seen in “In 
international affairs, any change that has happened has been 
because of a greater sphere of influence, which means there 
is a strong diplomatic relationship. Trading with a country can 
keep a strong connection between countries, and a positive 
connection will lead to a good relationship between leaders, 
which may eventually encourage change in their human-rights 
standards.”

•	 The response demonstrates a 
clear understanding of applicable 
social studies knowledge and the 
assigned task.

A clear understanding of applicable social studies knowledge 
and the assigned task is demonstrated in “Citizen III has a 
very rational perspective. She cannot guarantee improvement 
in countries with faulty human-rights records, but it does no 
harm to try.” and “Meanwhile Canada’s market can prosper 
through international trade and taking advantage of valuable 
markets…”

Communication (Pf)

Proficient

Pf

•	 The writing is clear and logically 
organized.

The writing is clear and logically organized into five 
paragraphs.

•	 Appropriate stylistic choices may 
contribute to the creation of a 
distinct voice.

Appropriate stylistic choices contribute to the creation of 
a distinct voice, as seen in “It would not be effective to cut 
off trade with a country because of human rights because 
Canada would easily be replaced on the market and it does 
not assure that the country with a substandard record will 
even think twice about human rights just because the trading 
market changed.”

•	 Vocabulary is appropriate. Vocabulary, such as “social safety net” and “sphere of 
influence,” is appropriate.

•	 The writing demonstrates capable 
control of sentence construction, 
grammar, and mechanics.

Capable control of sentence construction, grammar, and 
mechanics is demonstrated in “It would be encouraging 
sweatshop factories and would imply that it is okay to profit 
from overworked, underpaid, and underage workers.”

•	 Errors do not interfere with 
communication.

Errors, such as “ghostly,” do not interfere with 
communication.
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Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales

Social Studies 30–2 Assignment III, January 2023

Example Scored Excellent (E)
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Social Studies 30–2 Assignment III, January 2023, Example Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2023 
Assignment III 
Example Paper—Excellent (E)

Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Exploration and Analysis (E)

Excellent

E

•	 Exploration of the issue(s) is 
insightful and comprehensive.

Exploration of the issue is insightful and comprehensive; for 
example, “In regards to international trade in relation to human 
rights, a few conflcits present themselves, as different political 
and economic beliefs begin to collide. …Is there an easier 
way to promote these rights without ridding of an economic 
supplier? Is it more important to be thinking about how we 
can help them, or what will help us?”

•	 Analysis is thoughtful and thorough, 
and misconceptions, if present, do 
not detract from the response.

Analysis is thoughtful and thorough, as seen in “When Russia 
attacked Ukraine in an attempt to gain control in 2021-2022, 
Russia was not only kicked out of a large alliance, but multiple 
countries cut off any sort of trade with Russia in an effort to 
dicourage Russia from attacking again. As a result, prices for 
resources such as gasoline went up in the countries that cut 
off trade, but Russia also suffered as they lost many allies and 
were left with minimal trading partners for valuable goods.”

•	 The response demonstrates 
a thorough and perceptive 
understanding of various points 
of view on the issue(s) and the 
assigned task.

A thorough and perceptive understanding of various points of 
view on the issue and the assigned task is demonstrated in 
“The government would be spending more money in order to 
keep businesses running and to keep employees getting paid, 
but wouldn’t be receiving as much money back. This would 
eventually bring the country into large amounts of debt that 
would take years of building stronger trade relationships with 
other countries to resolve.” and “It is a method of leading by 
example, a technique that is low risk to the state of Canada, 
and will prove beneficial to those living in under-developed 
countries if it works.” 
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Scoring Criteria Rationale Score

Defence of Position (E)

Excellent

E

•	 The defence of position is based on 
one or more convincing arguments.

The defence of position is based on convincing arguments; 
for example, “If a country is doing well with interfnational 
trade and profit, while also managing to abuse workers’ 
rights with no unions, little to no pay, and no age requirement 
and getting away with it, they have no reason to reform their 
system, unless their people start a revolution. By stopping 
all contact with a country abusing human rights, Canada 
would be actively proving our foreign policy on human rights, 
and we would be forcing a consequence upon the country 
participating in the violations.”

•	 Evidence is specific and accurate, 
and errors, if present, do not detract 
from the response.

Evidence is specific and accurate, as seen in “The countries 
surrounding and interacting with Germany at the time Hitler 
was in power did not influence his ethnic cleansing and 
expansionism policies simply by showing him that they 
followed different rules. These countries appeased him in the 
way that they did nothing to stop him in fear of what might 
happen to their own country.”

•	 The response demonstrates 
a thorough and perceptive 
understanding of applicable 
social studies knowledge and the 
assigned task.

A thorough and perceptive understanding of applicable social 
studies knowledge and the assigned task is demonstrated 
in “This is not to say that interacting with a country with poor 
human-rights records will always result in a world war, but 
that by continuing to offer your partnership, you are giving the 
country what they want while they continue to violate human 
rights.” 

Communication (E)

Excellent

E

•	 The writing is fluent and effectively 
organized.

The writing is is fluent and effectively organized into five 
paragraphs.

•	 Effective stylistic choices may 
contribute to the creation of an 
engaging voice.

Effective stylistic choices contribute to the creation of an 
engaging voice, as seen in “By refusing to trade with a 
country that is behind in the progression of human rights, 
that is our way of speaking to their government to say ‘Hey, 
something is wrong here, and it needs to be fixed.’”

•	 Vocabulary is precise. Vocabulary, such as “progressed,” “polarizing,” and 
“appeased,” is precise.

•	 The writing demonstrates confident 
control of sentence construction, 
grammar, and mechanics.

Confident control of sentence construction, grammar, and 
mechanics is demonstrated in “Ideally, being able to maintain 
an international trade partner while at the same time helping 
them change their policies on human rights would be great, 
but it’s unrealistic.”

•	 Errors, if present, are 
inconsequential. 

Errors, such as “presentg” and “Maintaning,” are 
inconsequential.
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Scoring Categories and Scoring Criteria for 2022–2023 
Assignment I

Explanations and Support (8 marks)
When marking Explanations and Support, the marker will consider the:

•	 quality of explanations

•	 selection and quality of support

•	 understanding of the assigned task

Score Explanations and Support

Excellent

E
Explanations are deliberate and comprehensive, revealing a perceptive understanding. Support 
is specific and accurate, and errors, if present, do not detract from the response. The response 
demonstrates a thorough and perceptive understanding of the assigned task. 

Proficient

Pf
Explanations are appropriate and purposeful, revealing a clear understanding. Support is relevant and 
appropriate but may contain minor errors. The response demonstrates a clear understanding of the 
assigned task.

Satisfactory 

S
Explanations are general and straightforward, revealing an acceptable understanding. Support 
is relevant but general and/or only partially developed and may contain errors. The response 
demonstrates an acceptable understanding of the assigned task.

Limited 

L
Explanations are overgeneralized and/or redundant, revealing a confused, yet discernible, 
understanding. Support is superficial, may not be always relevant, and may contain significant errors. 
The response demonstrates a confused, yet discernible, understanding of the assigned task. 

Poor

P
Explanations are tangential or minimal, revealing a negligible understanding. Support, if present, is 
minimal, may be marginally relevant, and/or contains significant errors. The response demonstrates 
a minimal understanding of the assigned task. 

Insufficient 

INS
Insufficient is a special category. It is not an indicator of quality. It is assigned to responses that 
are off topic, do not contain a discernible attempt to address the task, or are too brief to assess in any 
scoring category.
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Communication (2 marks)
When marking Communication, the marker will consider the:

•	 organization and coherence

•	 vocabulary (e.g., specificity, accuracy)

•	 sentence construction (e.g., clarity, completeness)

•	 grammar and mechanics (e.g., consistency of tense, punctuation, spelling, capitalization)

Proportion of error to the length and complexity of the response must be considered when awarding a mark for 
Communication.

Score Communication

Excellent

E
The writing is fluent and effectively organized. Vocabulary is precise. The writing demonstrates 
confident control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics. Errors, if present, are 
inconsequential.

Proficient

Pf
The writing is clear and logically organized. Vocabulary is appropriate. The writing demonstrates  
capable control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics. Errors do not interfere with  
communication.

Satisfactory 

S
The writing is straightforward and functionally organized. Vocabulary is adequate. The writing 
demonstrates basic control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics. Errors do not 
seriously interfere with communication.

Limited 

L
The writing is awkward and uneven but discernibly organized. Vocabulary is imprecise and/or 
inappropriate. The writing demonstrates faltering control of sentence construction, grammar, and 
mechanics. Errors hinder communication.

Poor

P
The writing is unclear and disorganized. Vocabulary is ineffective and/or incorrect. The writing 
demonstrates a lack of control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics. Errors impede 
communication.

Insufficient 

INS
Insufficient is a special category. It is not an indicator of quality. It is assigned to responses that 
are off topic, do not contain a discernible attempt to address the task, or are too brief to assess in any 
scoring category.

Scoring Categories and Scoring Criteria for 2022–2023 Assignment I (continued)
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Scoring Categories and Scoring Criteria for 2022–2023 
Assignment II

Interpretation of Sources (8 marks)
When marking Interpretation of Sources, the marker will consider the:

•	 quality of the interpretation of each source

•	 quality of evidence drawn from the sources

•	 quality of evidence drawn from knowledge of social studies

•	 understanding of the assigned task

Score Interpretation of Sources 

Excellent

E
Interpretations are insightful, comprehensive, and address all sources. Evidence is specific and 
accurate, and errors, if present, do not detract from the response. The response demonstrates a 
thorough and perceptive understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned 
task.

Proficient

Pf
Interpretations are sound and purposeful but may not address all sources. Evidence is relevant and 
appropriate but may contain minor errors. The response demonstrates a clear understanding of 
applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned task.

Satisfactory 

S
Interpretations are adequate but general and may contain misconceptions. Interpretations may 
not address all sources. Evidence is relevant but general and/or only partially developed and may 
contain errors. The response demonstrates an acceptable understanding of applicable social studies 
knowledge and the assigned task.

Limited 

L
Interpretations are overgeneralized and may contain substantial misconceptions. Evidence 
is superficial, may not always be relevant, and may contain significant errors. The response 
demonstrates a confused, yet discernible, understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and 
the assigned task.

Poor

P
Interpretations are mistaken or irrelevant. Evidence, if present, is minimal, may be marginally relevant, 
and/or contains significant errors. The response demonstrates a minimal understanding of applicable 
social studies knowledge and the assigned task.

Zero 

Z
Zero is assigned to a response that fails to meet the minimum requirements of the Poor category.
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Defence of Position (8 marks)
When marking Defence of Position, the marker will consider the:

•	 quality of argument(s) selected to support the position taken

•	 quality of evidence selected to support the position taken

•	 understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned task

Score Defence of Position

Excellent

E
The defence of position is based on one or more convincing arguments. Evidence is specific and 
accurate, and errors, if present, do not detract from the response. The response demonstrates a 
thorough and perceptive understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned 
task.

Proficient

Pf
The defence of position is based on one or more sound arguments. Evidence is relevant and 
appropriate but may contain minor errors. The response demonstrates a clear understanding of 
applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned task.

Satisfactory 

S
The defence of position is based on one or more adequate arguments. Evidence is relevant but 
general and/or only partially developed and may contain errors. The response demonstrates an 
acceptable understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned task.

Limited 

L
The defence of position is based on oversimplified assertions and/or questionable logic. Evidence 
is superficial, may not always be relevant, and may contain significant errors. The response 
demonstrates a confused, yet discernible, understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and 
the assigned task.

Poor

P
The defence of position is difficult to determine or little to no attempt is made to defend the position. 
Evidence, if present, is minimal, may be marginally relevant, and/or contains significant errors. The 
response demonstrates a minimal understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the 
assigned task.

Zero 

Z
Zero is assigned to a response that fails to meet the minimum requirements of the Poor category.

Scoring Categories and Scoring Criteria for 2022–2023 Assignment II (continued)
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Communication (4 marks)
When marking Communication, the marker will consider the:

•	 organization and coherence

•	 vocabulary (e.g., specificity, accuracy)

•	 contribution of stylistic choices to the creation of voice (e.g., sentence variety, word choice)

•	 sentence construction (e.g., clarity, completeness)

•	 grammar and mechanics (e.g., consistency of tense, punctuation, spelling, capitalization)

Proportion of error to the length and complexity of the response must be considered when awarding a mark for 
Communication.

Score Communication

Excellent

E
The writing is fluent and effectively organized. Effective stylistic choices may contribute to the creation 
of an engaging voice. Vocabulary is precise. The writing demonstrates confident control of sentence 
construction, grammar, and mechanics. Errors, if present, are inconsequential.

Proficient

Pf
The writing is clear and logically organized. Appropriate stylistic choices may contribute to the 
creation of a distinct voice. Vocabulary is appropriate. The writing demonstrates capable control of 
sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics. Errors do not interfere with communication.

Satisfactory 

S
The writing is straightforward and functionally organized. Basic stylistic choices may contribute 
to the creation of an adequate voice. Vocabulary is adequate. The writing demonstrates basic 
control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics. Errors do not seriously interfere with 
communication.

Limited 

L
The writing is awkward and uneven but discernibly organized. Awkward stylistic choices may 
contribute to the creation of an unconvincing and/or inappropriate voice. Vocabulary is imprecise and/ 
or inappropriate. The writing demonstrates faltering control of sentence construction, grammar, and 
mechanics. Errors hinder communication.

Poor

P
The writing is unclear and disorganized. Ineffective stylistic choices may contribute to the creation 
of an unsuitable voice. Vocabulary is ineffective and/or incorrect. The writing demonstrates a lack of 
control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics. Errors impede communication.

Zero 

Z
Zero is assigned to a response that fails to meet the minimum requirements of the Poor category.

Scoring Categories and Scoring Criteria for 2022–2023 Assignment II (continued)
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Scoring Categories and Scoring Criteria for 2022–2023 
Assignment III

Exploration and Analysis (8 marks)
When marking Exploration and Analysis, the marker will consider the:

•	 quality of the exploration of the issue(s)

•	 quality of analysis of various points of view on the issue(s)

•	 understanding of the assigned task

Score Exploration and Analysis 

Excellent

E
Exploration of the issue(s) is insightful and comprehensive. Analysis is thoughtful and thorough, and 
misconceptions, if present, do not detract from the response. The response demonstrates a thorough 
and perceptive understanding of various points of view on the issue(s) and the assigned task.

Proficient

Pf
Exploration of the issue(s) is sound and capable. Analysis is appropriate and purposeful but may 
contain minor misconceptions. The response demonstrates a clear understanding of various points of 
view on the issue(s) and the assigned task.

Satisfactory 

S
Exploration of the issue(s) is adequate but general and may contain misconceptions. Analysis is 
general and straightforward. The response demonstrates an acceptable understanding of various 
points of view on the issue(s) and the assigned task.

Limited 

L
Exploration of the issue(s) is superficial and may contain substantial misconceptions. Analysis is 
incomplete, overgeneralized, and/or redundant, but discernible. The response demonstrates a 
confused, yet discernible, understanding of various points of view on the issue(s) and the assigned 
task.

Poor

P
Exploration of the issue(s) is mistaken or irrelevant. Analysis is minimal and/or tangential. The 
response demonstrates a minimal understanding of various points of view on the issue(s) and the 
assigned task.

Insufficient 

INS
Insufficient is a special category. It is not an indicator of quality. It is assigned to responses that 
are off topic, do not contain a discernible attempt to address the task, or are too brief to assess in any 
scoring category.
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Defence of Position (8 marks)
When marking Defence of Position, the marker will consider the:

•	 quality of argument(s) selected to support the position taken

•	 quality of evidence selected to support the position taken

•	 understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned task

Score Defence of Position 

Excellent

E
The defence of position is based on one or more convincing arguments. Evidence is specific and 
accurate, and errors, if present, do not detract from the response. The response demonstrates a 
thorough and perceptive understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned 
task.

Proficient

Pf
The defence of position is based on one or more sound arguments. Evidence is relevant and 
appropriate but may contain minor errors. The response demonstrates a clear understanding of 
applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned task.

Satisfactory 

S
The defence of position is based on one or more adequate arguments. Evidence is relevant but 
general and/or only partially developed and may contain errors. The response demonstrates an 
acceptable understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned task.

Limited 

L
The defence of position is based on oversimplified assertions and/or questionable logic. Evidence 
is superficial, may not always be relevant, and may contain significant errors. The response 
demonstrates a confused, yet discernible, understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and 
the assigned task.

Poor

P
The defence of position is difficult to determine or little to no attempt is made to defend the position. 
Evidence, if present, is minimal, may be marginally relevant, and/or contains significant errors. The 
response demonstrates a minimal understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the 
assigned task.

Insufficient 

INS
Insufficient is a special category. It is not an indicator of quality. It is assigned to responses that 
are off topic, do not contain a discernible attempt to address the task, or are too brief to assess in any 
scoring category.

Scoring Categories and Scoring Criteria for 2022–2023 Assignment III (continued)
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Communication (4 marks)
When marking Communication, the marker will consider the:

•	 organization and coherence

•	 contribution of stylistic choices to the creation of voice (e.g., sentence variety, word choice)

•	 vocabulary (e.g., specificity, accuracy)

•	 sentence construction (e.g., clarity, completeness)

•	 grammar and mechanics (e.g., consistency of tense, punctuation, spelling, capitalization)

Proportion of error to the length and complexity of the response must be considered when awarding a mark for 
Communication.

Score Communication

Excellent

E
The writing is fluent and effectively organized. Effective stylistic choices may contribute to the creation 
of an engaging voice. Vocabulary is precise. The writing demonstrates confident control of sentence 
construction, grammar, and mechanics. Errors, if present, are inconsequential.

Proficient

Pf
The writing is clear and logically organized. Appropriate stylistic choices may contribute to the 
creation of a distinct voice. Vocabulary is appropriate. The writing demonstrates capable control of 
sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics. Errors do not interfere with communication.

Satisfactory 

S
The writing is straightforward and functionally organized. Basic stylistic choices may contribute 
to the creation of an adequate voice. Vocabulary is adequate. The writing demonstrates basic 
control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics. Errors do not seriously interfere with 
communication.

Limited 

L
The writing is awkward and uneven but discernibly organized. Awkward stylistic choices may 
contribute to the creation of an unconvincing and/or inappropriate voice. Vocabulary is imprecise  
and/or inappropriate. The writing demonstrates faltering control of sentence construction, grammar, 
and mechanics. Errors hinder communication.

Poor

P
The writing is unclear and disorganized. Ineffective stylistic choices may contribute to the creation 
of an unsuitable voice. Vocabulary is ineffective and/or incorrect. The writing demonstrates a lack of 
control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics. Errors impede communication.

Insufficient 

INS
Insufficient is a special category. It is not an indicator of quality. It is assigned to responses that 
are off topic, do not contain a discernible attempt to address the task, or are too brief to assess in any 
scoring category.

Scoring Categories and Scoring Criteria for 2022–2023 Assignment III (continued)
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