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Introduction
The written responses in this document are examples of Social Studies 30–1 diploma 
examination writing that received scores of Satisfactory (S), Proficient (Pf), and Excellent (E). 
These example responses are taken from the January 2020 Social Studies 30–1 Diploma 
Examination. Along with the commentaries that accompany them, they should help you and your 
students to understand the standards for Social Studies 30–1 diploma examination writing in 
relation to the scoring criteria.

The purpose of the example responses is to illustrate the standards that governed the January 
2020 marking session. The example responses and the commentaries were also used to train 
markers to apply the scoring criteria consistently and to justify their decisions about scores in 
terms of an individual student’s work and the criteria.

These example responses represent a small sample of how students successfully approached 
the assignments.

Selection and use of example papers
The teachers on the Standards Confirmation Committee for the January 2020 marking session 
selected the examples of student papers included here. They also wrote the commentaries that 
discuss the students’ writing in terms of the scoring criteria.

During their preparation for the marking session, group leaders (teachers specially selected to 
assist Provincial Assessment Sector staff during the marking session) reviewed and validated 
the standards represented by these example papers. Group leaders then used these example 
papers to train the teachers who marked the written-response sections of the January 2020 
Social Studies 30–1 Diploma Examination.

Cautions
1. The commentaries are brief. 

 
The commentaries were written for groups of markers to discuss and then to apply during 
the marking session. Although brief, they provide a model for relating specific examples of 
student writing to the details in a specific scoring criterion.

2. Neither the scoring guide nor the assignments are meant to limit students to  
a single organizational or rhetorical approach in completing any diploma examination 
assignment. 
 
Students must be free to select and organize their materials in a manner that they feel 
will enable them to best present their ideas. In fact, part of what is being assessed is the 
final effectiveness of the content, as well as the organizational and rhetorical choices that 
students make. 
 
The examples of student writing in this document illustrate just a few of the many 
organizational and rhetorical strategies used successfully by students in January 2020. 
We strongly recommend that you caution your students that there is no preferred approach 
to an assignment except the one that best accomplishes the individual student’s goal of 
effectively communicating his or her own ideas about the topic. 
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We advise you not to draw any conclusions about common patterns of approach taken by 
students.

3. The example papers presented in this document must not be used as models for 
instructional purposes. 
 
Because these example papers are illustrations only, and because they are example 
responses to a set topic, students must be cautioned not to memorize the content of any 
of these assignments and not to use them either when completing classroom assignments 
or when writing future diploma examinations. Examination markers and staff at Alberta 
Education take any hint of plagiarism or cheating extremely seriously. The consequences for 
students are grave. 
 
The approaches taken by students at the standard of excellence are what other students 
should consider emulating, not their words or ideas. In fact, it is hoped that the variety of 
approaches presented here will inspire students to take risks—to experiment with diction, 
syntax, and organization as a way to develop an individual style and to engage the reader in 
ideas that the student has considered.

4. It is essential that you consider each of the examples of student writing within the 
constraints of the examination situation. 
 
Under examination conditions, students produce first-draft writing. Given access to 
additional resources, students would be expected to produce papers of considerably 
improved quality, particularly in the dimension of Communication.
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2020 
Written‑response Assignment I

Source I Butters, Roger B. “Teaching the Benefits of Capitalism.” Paper presented at the Free Market Forum, 
Hillsdale College, MI, September 27–29, 2007.

Source II Co‑operative Commonwealth Federation. Regina Manifesto (Programme of the Co‑operative 
Commonwealth Federation, Adopted at First National Convention Held at Regina, Sask., July, 1933).

Examine all three sources on pages 2 and 3 and complete the assignment on page 5.

Assignment I – Sources

Source I

The greatest triumph of capitalism is that it enables human 
choice. It establishes the Sovereignty of Human Choice as 
the principle upon which societies are founded and grow. It 
provides mechanisms through property rights and the rule of 
law to ensure that the sovereign choices of one individual do 
not improperly impinge on the ability of another to exercise 
her sovereign franchise. In achieving this feat, capitalism 
creates a social structure that ennobles the human spirit, 
encourages innovation, and feeds physical needs.

—Roger B. Butters

Source II

We aim to replace the present capitalist system, with its 
inherent injustice and inhumanity, by a social order from 
which the domination and exploitation of one class by another 
will be eliminated, in which economic planning will supersede 
unregulated private enterprise and competition, and in which 
genuine democratic self‑government, based upon economic 
equality, will be possible.

—Regina Manifesto, 1933



Social Studies 30–1 | Alberta Education, Provincial Assessment Sector  5

Source III iStock.com/Meinzahn.

Source III

Note: This photograph was taken in 2015.
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ASSIGNMENT I: Value: 20% of the total examination mark
Source Interpretation Suggested time: 60 to 75 minutes
 Suggested word count range: 500 to 1400 words

Examine all three sources on pages 2 and 3 and complete the following assignment.

Assignment

Examine each source.

Write a response in paragraph form in which you must:

• interpret each source to demonstrate your understanding of how each 
source links to liberalism

AND

• explain one or more of the relationships that exist among all three sources

Reminders for Writing

• Organize your response 

• Proofread your response
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S)

Examples of Students’ Writing with 
Rationales—Satisfactory



Social Studies 30–1 | Alberta Education, Provincial Assessment Sector8

page 2 of 3

Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2020 Written‑response Assignment I

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Satisfactory

SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Interpretation of 
Source I

• Interpretation of the 
source is adequate, 
straightforward, 
and conventional, 
demonstrating 
a generalized 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

In discussing the source, the writer adequately 
explains supporting ideas connected to capitalism. 
The writer’s interpretation of Adam Smith’s belief 
that the invisible hand and self-interest are “better 
for the growth of a country” (p. 1) is conventional. 
The understanding that communist societies have 
no economic freedom or self-interest, in contrast 
to capitalist societies, reveals a conventional 
understanding of capitalism. 

S

Interpretation of 
Source II

• Interpretation of the 
source is adequate, 
straightforward, 
and conventional, 
demonstrating 
a generalized 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

The writer’s interpretation that the author is most 
likely a supporter of communism because economic 
freedom is rejected is conventional. The subsequent 
explanation of a command economy and how 
government control of the means of production will 
inevitably lead to economic equality is straightforward.

S
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Interpretation of 
Source III

• Interpretation of the 
source is adequate, 
straightforward, 
and conventional, 
demonstrating 
a generalized 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

The writer demonstrates a conventional understanding 
of how citizens within a democracy have rights, 
such as free speech and the right to protest, which 
gives them the ability to influence government. The 
writer displays an adequate understanding of Tommy 
Douglas supporting economic equality as it relates to 
this source.

S

Relationships

• The explanation 
of relationship(s) 
is adequate and 
straightforward.

The writer explains a common theme of the 
degree to which governments protect their citizens 
from economic exploitation. The explanation of 
the relationship is done without interrelating the 
sources, revealing an adequate and straightforward 
understanding of how each source is connected to 
capitalism.

S

Communication

• Vocabulary is 
conventional and 
generalized.

• Sentence structure 
is controlled and 
straightforward.

• The writing 
demonstrates 
basic control of 
mechanics and 
grammar and 
is adequately 
organized.

The vocabulary is conventional and generalized; for 
example: “collectivism” (p. 2) and “protested” (p. 3).

The sentence structure is controlled and 
straightforward; for example: “The government 
chooses which goods are being made, how they are 
made, and how they are priced” (p. 2).

The writing demonstrates a basic control of 
mechanics and grammar and is adequately organized.

S
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf)

page 1 of 4

Examples of Students’ Writing with 
Rationales—Proficient
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)

page 2 of 4
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)

page 3 of 4
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Interpretation of 
Source I

• Interpretation of the 
source is logical, 
specific, and adept, 
demonstrating 
a sound 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

The writer recognizes that the perspective inherent in 
Source I “leans heavily to the right on the economic 
spectrum” (p. 1). While seemingly pedestrian, this 
interpretation is supported by logical references 
to principles associated with capitalism and its 
underlying links to classical liberalism, such as 
consumer sovereignty and competition in the 
marketplace. The writer tackles the various facets 
of the source and their accompanying principles, 
demonstrating an adept and sound understanding.

Pf

Interpretation of 
Source II

• Interpretation of the 
source is logical, 
specific, and adept, 
demonstrating 
a sound 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

The writer logically recognizes that the perspective 
in the source values “more modern liberal ideas 
and socialism” (p. 2) because of the inherent pitfalls 
of capitalism, including the wealth gap that is 
created, and its monopolistic tendencies. Furthering 
that understanding is an adept recognition of the 
fallacies associated with the equality of opportunity 
purportedly provided in a capitalist system, noting 
that all people do not enjoy these advantages equally 
due to socio-economic factors such as education and 
affluence. 

Pf

Social Studies 30–1 January 2020 Written‑response Assignment I

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Proficient
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Interpretation of 
Source III

• Interpretation of the 
source is logical, 
specific, and adept, 
demonstrating 
a sound 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

The writer demonstrates a sound understanding of 
the perspective in the source by noting that the sign 
shows flaws of capitalism, and that the purpose of 
the protest serves to act “as a plea for help from the 
government” (p. 3) in order to “regulate businesses 
to create a more fair distribution of wealth in 
society” (p. 3).

The writer then specifically asserts that the protesters 
are calling on government to provide an economic 
climate with regulated businesses, price controls, 
and a more equitable distribution of wealth in order to 
mitigate flaws inherent in capitalism.  

Pf

Relationships

• The explanation 
of relationship(s) 
is capable and 
purposeful.

The writer shows a capable understanding of a 
relationship among all three sources by asking 
whether capitalism should be embraced, and to what 
degree it is positive or negative for the citizens of a 
country. The writer then purposefully discusses the 
subtle difference between Source II and Source III 
in terms of the degree of government intervention to 
create a more equitable society.

Pf

Communication

• Vocabulary is 
appropriate and 
specific.

• Sentence structure 
is controlled and 
effective. 

• The writing 
demonstrates 
capable control 
of mechanics and 
grammar and 
is purposefully 
organized.

The vocabulary is appropriate and specific; for 
example: “equality of opportunity” (p. 1), “equality of 
outcome” (p. 2), and “private sector” (p. 3). 

The writer demonstrates controlled and effective 
sentence structure; for example: “An economy where 
businesses are regulated, prices are controlled and 
there is an equal distribution of wealth are the aims of 
the protestors in the picture” (p. 3). 

The writing demonstrates capable control of 
mechanics and grammar and is purposefully 
organized. 

Pf
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page 1 of 5

Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E)

Examples of Students’ Writing 
with Rationales—Excellent
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)

page 2 of 5
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)

page 3 of 5
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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page 5 of 5

Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2020 Written-Response Assignment I

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Excellent

SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Interpretation of 
Source I

• Interpretation 
of the source is 
sophisticated, 
insightful, 
and precise, 
demonstrating 
a perceptive 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

The writer insightfully explores how classical liberal 
principles promote individualism, choice, and 
opportunity.

The writer’s understanding that the “natural human 
spirit is tied together with the ability to innovate and 
make free choices” (p. 2) demonstrates a perceptive 
link to liberalism.

The writer’s discussion of the harm principle further 
demonstrates a sophisticated interpretation of 
classical liberalism.

E

Interpretation of 
Source II

• Interpretation 
of the source is 
sophisticated, 
insightful, 
and precise, 
demonstrating 
a perceptive 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

An insightful understanding of the source’s connection 
between economic and political power is presented 
when the writer states that “a true, genuine 
democracy can only exist alongside a society with 
economic equality” (p. 3).

The writer demonstrates a perceptive understanding 
that modern liberalism “attempts to achieve freedom 
through the existences of government” (p. 2).

The explanation of the concept of equality of outcome 
and its relationship to the source demonstrates a 
sophisticated understanding of modern liberalism.

E
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Interpretation of 
Source III

• Interpretation 
of the source is 
sophisticated, 
insightful, 
and precise, 
demonstrating 
a perceptive 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

The writer’s explanation that the source is “harshly 
critical of the neo-conservative policies that have 
been implemented over the last decades” (p. 3) 
demonstrates a sophisticated interpretation.

The writer insightfully states “The author believes 
that the government must take it upon themselves 
to reintroduce themselves into the economy, and 
introduce regulations on corporations for the good of 
the public” (p. 4). 

The writer demonstrates a perceptive understanding 
of the links to liberalism; for example: “that a fully 
capitalist society where the emphasis is based on the 
individual’s sole success cannot be a modern liberal 
society, because freedom, a core value of liberalism, 
is not available to those who require it” (p. 4).

E

Relationships

• The explanation 
of relationship(s) 
is perceptive and 
thorough.

The writer provides a thorough explanation of how 
each source links to the theme of “collectivism 
or individualism” (p. 4) incorporating a perceptive 
understanding that while the second source is 
calling for a “complete overhaul of society” (p. 5), the 
third source is “merely calling for more government 
intervention in the economy to ensure fairness” (p. 5).

The discussion that “all three sources are in the 
pursuit of freedom through various forms” (p. 5) is 
perceptively developed.

E
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Communication

• Vocabulary is 
precise and 
deliberately chosen.

• Sentence structure 
is controlled and 
sophisticated.

• The writing 
demonstrates 
skillful control of 
mechanics and 
grammar and 
is judiciously 
organized.

The writer uses precise and deliberately chosen 
vocabulary, such as “imbued” (p. 1), “staunch” 
(p. 1), “encroach” (p. 1), “profound” (p. 3), and         
“disparity” (p. 4).

The writer demonstrates controlled and sophisticated 
sentence structure; for example: “The author of 
the source advocates for a system that reinforces 
‘equality of opportunity’, where they would argue that 
because choice is an inherent aspect of true freedom, 
a society can be considered successful when every 
person has an equal chance to achieve their goals or            
prosperity” (p. 1).

Considering the length and complexity of the 
response, the limited number of errors demonstrates 
skillful control of mechanics and grammar.

E
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2020 
Written‑response Assignment II
ASSIGNMENT II: Value: 30% of the total examination mark
Position Paper Suggested time: 90 to 105 minutes
 Suggested word count range: 750 to 1600 words

Analyze the following source and complete the assignment.

Source

The strength of a country is best achieved 
through its citizens. A country dominated by 
a powerful leadership is destined for failure.

Assignment

To what extent should we embrace the ideological 
perspective(s) reflected in the source?

Write an essay in which you must:

• analyze the source to demonstrate an understanding of the ideological 
perspective(s) reflected in the source

• establish and argue a position in response to the question presented

• support your position and arguments by using evidence from your knowledge and 
understanding of social studies

Reminders for Writing

• Organize your essay

• Proofread your essay
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S)

Examples of Students’ Writing with 
Rationales—Satisfactory
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)

page 2 of 3
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2020 Written‑response Assignment II

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Satisfactory

SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Analysis of Source

• The analysis of the 
source is conventional 
and straightforward; 
a generalized 
understanding of 
the ideological 
perspective(s) is 
demonstrated

The writer demonstrates a general understanding 
of the ideological perspective of the source by 
stating that “The author knows that if the citizens 
aren’t happy and properly thriving, the entire 
country will crumble” (p. 1).

The writer’s identification of those who would 
agree and disagree with the perspective of 
the source demonstrates a conventional and 
straightforward analysis.  Although the opening 
paragraph is of noticeable length, it contains a 
generalized introduction, analysis of the source, 
and aspects of argumentation.

S

Argumentation

• The position 
established is 
generally supported 
by appropriately 
chosen and developed 
argument(s)

• The argumentation 
is straightforward 
and conventional, 
demonstrating 
an adequate 
understanding of the 
assignment.

• The relationship 
between the position 
taken, argumentation, 
and the ideological 
perspective presented 
in the source is 
generally developed.

The writer’s position of embracing the source 
is generally supported by appropriately chosen 
arguments.

The argument that “the strength of the country is 
achieved through its citizens, and that a country 
dominated by a powerful leader is destined 
for failure” (p. 1) demonstrates an adequate 
understanding of the assignment. 

Argumentation is straightforward, as demonstrated 
by the statement that “a country cannot thrive 
if the leader is making decisions that causes 
disputes within the country” (p. 2).  The 
relationship between the position taken and 
argumentation is generally developed as the writer 
maintains that “a countries true power is achieved 
through its citizens” (p. 3).

S
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Evidence

• Evidence is 
conventional and 
straightforward.

• The evidence may 
contain minor 
errors and a 
mixture of relevant 
and extraneous 
information.

• A generalized and 
basic discussion 
reveals an acceptable 
understanding of social 
studies knowledge and 
its application to the 
assignment.

The writer’s use of evidence is conventional and 
straightforward.  The explanation of Germany not 
thriving under Hitler is generalized. 

A basic discussion of authoritarianism in North 
Korea, along with the difficulty of upholding human 
rights during a crisis in Canada and the United 
States, reveals an acceptable understanding of 
social studies knowledge and its application to the 
assignment.

S

Communication

• The writing is 
straightforward and 
functionally organized.

• Control of syntax, 
mechanics, and 
grammar is adequate.

• Vocabulary is 
conventional and 
generalized.

• There may be 
occasional lapses 
in control and minor 
errors; however, 
the communication 
remains generally clear.

Vocabulary is conventional and straightforward; 
for example: “one divine leader” (p.1), “internment 
camps” (p. 2), and “oppressed” (p. 3).

The writer’s control of syntax and grammar is 
adequate; for example: “If a leader is expressing 
and forcing a controversial standpoint onto its 
citizens, there is a large chance they will create 
disputes and wars” (p. 3).

The communication is generally clear but there are 
occasional lapses in control; for example: “They 
requested separatism, individualism” (p. 2).

S
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf)

Examples of Students’ Writing with 
Rationales—Proficient
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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page 3 of 5

Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)

page 4 of 5
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)

page 5 of 5
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Analysis of Source

• The analysis of the 
source is capable 
and adept; a sound 
understanding of 
the ideological 
perspective(s) is 
demonstrated.

The writer capably acknowledges the contrast 
between the right to vote and the techniques of 
indoctrination as a justification for the source’s 
ideological perspective. 

The writer’s juxtaposition of individualism and 
collectivism indicates a sound understanding 
that “The source displays liberalism as a complex 
issue” (p. 1) throughout the source.  The student 
adeptly compares the civil liberties connected to 
the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms with 
the restrictions of authoritarianism.

Pf

Argumentation

• The position 
established is 
persuasively supported 
by purposefully 
chosen and developed 
argument(s).

• The argumentation 
is logical and 
capably developed, 
demonstrating a sound 
understanding of the 
assignment.

• The relationship 
between the position 
taken, argumentation, 
and the ideological 
perspective presented 
in the source is clearly 
developed.

The writer logically identifies the hazards inherent 
in an authoritarian system as creating the potential 
for internal unrest and insecurity.  Although the 
writer fully accepts the perspective of the source, 
they purposefully acknowledge the potential for 
“mistrust towards the government” (p. 2) should 
“acts of illiberalism” (p. 2) occur.

The writer consistently argues that rights and 
freedoms need to be upheld by recognizing that 
the failure to do so can endanger citizens, incite 
internal conflict, and provoke citizen unrest.

The writer demonstrates a clear relationship 
between the argument and the source by linking 
government accountability to the stability of the 
state.

Pf
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EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Proficient
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Evidence

• Evidence is specific 
and purposeful.

• Evidence may contain 
some minor errors.

• A capable and adept 
discussion of evidence 
reveals a solid 
understanding of social 
studies knowledge and 
its application to the 
assignment. 

The writer purposefully compares the leadership 
techniques of Stalin and Hitler to highlight the 
impact on citizens when a leader attempts to 
maintain control.

The discussion of the role of the citizen in a 
liberal democracy is capably developed through 
the exploration of representative democracy as 
foundational to government accountability.

The writer demonstrates a solid understanding of 
the War Measures Act and its illiberal use in both 
the October Crisis and the internment of Japanese 
Canadians.

Pf

Communication

• The writing is clear and 
purposefully organized.

• Control of syntax, 
mechanics, and 
grammar is capable.

• Vocabulary is 
appropriate and 
specific.

• Minor errors 
in language 
do not impede 
communication.

The writer purposefully organizes the response 
using a clear and consistent format.

The writer demonstrates capable control of 
mechanics; for example: “This keeps the 
government accountable to the citizens and 
prevents one person, or an elite few, from gaining 
too much power” (p. 3).

Vocabulary is appropriate and specific; for 
example: “indoctrination” (p. 1), “dehumanizing” 
(p. 2), “universal suffrage” (p. 3), and 
“interned” (p. 4).

Pf
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Examples of Students’ Writing 
with Rationales—Excellent

Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E)
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)



Social Studies 30–1 | Alberta Education, Provincial Assessment Sector  41

page 3 of 6

Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2020 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Analysis of Source

• The analysis of the 
source is insightful 
and sophisticated; 
a comprehensive 
understanding of 
the ideological 
perspective(s) is 
demonstrated.

An insightful analysis of the source is presented 
through the writer’s understanding that “It is 
in this balance that modern democracies have 
found more success than heavily controlled 
dictatorships, as country development and growth 
is seen as continually improving due to allowance 
of citizen involvement” (p. 12).

The writer’s recognition that a country’s strength 
is determined by leadership that is “powerful in 
situations” (p. 12) to protect citizens while being 
“attentive to the voice and rights of the citizens” 
(p. 12) is sophisticated. 

The writer demonstrates a comprehensive 
understanding that the source’s ideological 
perspective advocates democratic liberalism. 

E
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Argumentation

• The position 
established is 
convincingly supported 
by judiciously chosen 
and developed 
argument(s).

• The argumentation 
is consistent 
and compelling, 
demonstrating 
an insightful 
understanding of the 
assignment.

• The relationship 
between the position 
taken, argumentation, 
and the ideological 
perspective 
presented in the 
source is perceptively 
developed.

The writer’s position that “Taken together, it 
becomes clear that rights and opinions of citizens 
are necessary, but powerful leadership may be 
required in certain situations if the interest of 
citizens are kept in mind” (pp. 7-8) is convincingly 
supported by judiciously chosen and developed 
arguments.

The consistent argumentation that “Although 
countries who have strictly ‘powerful leadership’ 
are relatively stable internally, dissent by citizens 
is needed to enact positive change in regard to 
human rights and the protection of fundamental 
freedoms” (p. 11) demonstrates an insightful 
understanding of the assignment.

The writer perceptively develops the relationship 
between position, argumentation, and the 
ideological perspective presented in the source. 

E

Evidence

• Evidence is 
sophisticated and 
deliberately chosen.

• The relative absence of 
error is impressive.

• A thorough and 
comprehensive 
discussion of evidence 
reveals an insightful 
understanding of social 
studies knowledge and 
its application to the 
assignment. 

The writer has deliberately chosen a breadth 
of evidence, such as the temporary removal of 
civil liberties during the October Crisis, antitrust 
legislation under Roosevelt, the illiberal actions of 
McCarthy, and economic incentives under Lenin’s 
New Economic Policy.

A comprehensive discussion of the civil rights 
movement in the United States demonstrates 
depth, which along with the breadth of evidence 
reveals an insightful understanding of social 
studies knowledge and its application to the 
assignment. 

E
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Communication

• The writing is fluent, 
skillfully structured, 
and judiciously 
organized.

• Control of syntax, 
mechanics, 
and grammar is 
sophisticated.

• Vocabulary is precise 
and deliberately 
chosen.

• The relative absence of 
error is impressive.

The writing is fluent and skillfully structured; for 
example: “Advocates of the source would argue 
that citizens are needed to hold the government 
accountable, spur sociopolitical and economic 
change, and ensure that a level of efficiency and 
growth is attained” (p. 7).

Control of syntax, mechanics, and grammar is 
sophisticated; for example: “Economic actions 
taken, which undermined actions by citizens, 
allowed for a higher amount of equity and an 
assurance that individuals would not be able to 
abuse their economic liberty” (p. 9).

Vocabulary is precise and deliberately chosen; for 
example: “blatant displays of civil disobedience” 
(p. 8), “dissent-based actions culminated” (p. 9), 
and “urban influxes of people” (p. 10).

E
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