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Introduction
The written responses in this document are examples of Social Studies 30–1 diploma 
examination writing that received scores of Satisfactory (S), Proficient (Pf), and Excellent (E). 
These example responses are taken from the January 2019 Social Studies 30–1 Diploma 
Examination. Along with the commentaries that accompany them, they should help you and your 
students to understand the standards for Social Studies 30–1 diploma examination writing in 
relation to the scoring criteria.

The purpose of the example responses is to illustrate the standards that governed the January 
2019 marking session. The example responses and the commentaries were also used to train 
markers to apply the scoring criteria consistently and to justify their decisions about scores in 
terms of an individual student’s work and the criteria.

These example responses represent a small sample of how students successfully approached 
the assignments.

Selection and use of example papers
The teachers on the Standards Confirmation Committee for the January 2019 marking session 
selected the examples of student papers included here. They also wrote the commentaries that 
discuss the students’ writing in terms of the scoring criteria.

During their preparation for the marking session, group leaders (teachers specially selected to 
assist Provincial Assessment Sector staff during the marking session) reviewed and validated 
the standards represented by these example papers. Group leaders then used these example 
papers for training the teachers who marked the written-response sections of the January 2019 
Social Studies 30–1 Diploma Examination.

Cautions
1. The commentaries are brief. 

 
The commentaries were written for groups of markers to discuss and then to apply during 
the marking session. Although brief, they provide a model for relating specific examples of 
student writing to the details in a specific scoring criterion.

2. Neither the scoring guide nor the assignments are meant to limit students to  
a single organizational or rhetorical approach in completing any diploma examination 
assignment. 
 
Students must be free to select and organize their materials in a manner that they feel 
will enable them to best present their ideas. In fact, part of what is being assessed is the 
final effectiveness of the content, as well as the organizational and rhetorical choices that 
students make. 
 
The examples of student writing in this document illustrate just a few of the many 
organizational and rhetorical strategies used successfully by students in January 2019. 
We strongly recommend that you caution your students that there is no preferred approach 
to an assignment except the one that best accomplishes the individual student’s goal of 
effectively communicating his or her own ideas about the topic. 
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We advise you not to draw any conclusions about common patterns of approach taken by 
students.

3. The example papers presented in this document must not be used as models for 
instructional purposes. 
 
Because these example papers are illustrations only, and because they are example 
responses to a set topic, students must be cautioned not to memorize the content of any 
of these assignments and not to use them either when completing classroom assignments 
or when writing future diploma examinations. Examination markers and staff at Alberta 
Education take any hint of plagiarism or cheating extremely seriously. The consequences for 
students are grave. 
 
The approaches taken by students at the standard of excellence are what other students 
should consider emulating, not their words or ideas. In fact, it is hoped that the variety of 
approaches presented here will inspire students to take risks—to experiment with diction, 
syntax, and organization as a way to develop an individual style and to engage the reader in 
ideas that the student has considered.

4. It is essential that you consider each of the examples of student writing within the 
constraints of the examination situation. 
 
Under examination conditions, students produce first-draft writing. Given access to 
additional resources, students would be expected to produce papers of considerably 
improved quality, particularly in the dimension of Communication.
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2019 
Written‑response Assignment I

Source I Johnson, Lyndon B. “Remarks at the University of Michigan, May 22, 1964.” Public Papers of the 
Presidents of the United States: Lyndon B. Johnson, 1963–64. Book 1. Washington: Office of the 
Federal Register, National Archives and Records Service, General Services Administration, 1965.

Examine all three sources on pages 2 and 3 and complete the assignment on page 5.

Assignment I – Sources

Source I

The following excerpt is from a speech delivered by United States President 
Lyndon B. Johnson in 1964.

For half a century we called upon unbounded invention and untiring industry to 
create an order of plenty for all of our people. 

The challenge of the next half century is whether we have the wisdom to use that 
wealth to enrich and elevate our national life, and to advance the quality of our 
American civilization. …

The Great Society rests on abundance and liberty for all. It demands an end to 
poverty and racial injustice, to which we are totally committed in our time. But that 
is just the beginning.

Source II

Canada’s history has seen many human-rights abuses. One appalling example was 
the century-long effort to assimilate Aboriginal children through the residential 
school system. In other disturbing programs, in Alberta and British Columbia, many 
people deemed to have developmental disabilities were forcibly sterilized so that 
they could not have children. Canadian governments must take responsibility to 
recognize and atone for these and many other injustices to ensure they are never 
repeated.
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Source II Edgar Argo/Artizans.com

Source III

Note: This cartoon was published in 2009.
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ASSIGNMENT I: Value: 20% of the total examination mark
Source Interpretation Suggested time: 60 to 75 minutes
 Suggested word count range: 500 to 1400 words

Examine all three sources on pages 2 and 3 and complete the following assignment.

Assignment

Examine each source.

Write a response in paragraph form in which you must:

• interpret each source to demonstrate your understanding of how each 
source links to liberalism

AND

• explain one or more of the relationships that exist among all three sources

Reminders for Writing

• Organize your response 

• Proofread your response
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S)

Examples of Students’ Writing with 
Rationales—Satisfactory
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2019 Written‑response Assignment I

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Satisfactory

SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Interpretation of 
Source I

• Interpretation of the 
source is adequate, 
straightforward, 
and conventional, 
demonstrating 
a generalized 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

The writer’s discussion of President Johnson’s goal 
of ending poverty and racial intolerance is adequate. 
The writer’s recognition of the impact of liberalism in 
the United States is addressed in a straightforward 
manner.

The acknowledgement that conservatives prefer past 
traditions and are opposed to any radical changes is 
conventional.

S

Interpretation of 
Source II

• Interpretation of the 
source is adequate, 
straightforward, 
and conventional, 
demonstrating 
a generalized 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

The writer demonstrates a straightforward and 
conventional understanding that the Canadian 
government has implemented illiberal policies which 
are an injustice to those affected.

The links to liberalism are quite general, 
acknowledging that these illiberal policies have no 
place in a liberal democratic government and are a 
form of segregation.

S
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Interpretation of 
Source III

• Interpretation of the 
source is adequate, 
straightforward, 
and conventional, 
demonstrating 
a generalized 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

The writer adequately interprets the irony found in 
the source regarding the need for women to fight 
for inalienable rights. The writer also identifies the 
feminist perspective in a conventional manner.

The writer’s belief that the cartoonist would favour 
gender equality is straightforward; for example: “The 
source is also commenting on the injustice of how 
men are treated versus how women are treated” (p. 2).

The response demonstrates a generalized 
understanding of links to liberalism.

S

Relationships

• The explanation 
of relationship(s) 
is adequate and 
straightforward.

The writer identifies the common theme regarding 
the extent to which injustice should be tolerated. A 
straightforward relationship between each source and 
the theme is established. An adequate relationship 
among the sources is evident.

S

Communication

• Vocabulary is 
conventional and 
generalized.

• Sentence structure 
is controlled and 
straightforward.

• The writing 
demonstrates 
basic control of 
mechanics and 
grammar and 
is adequately 
organized.

Vocabulary is conventional and generalized; for 
example: “collectivist” (p. 1) and “feminist” (p. 2).

 
Sentence structure is controlled and straightforward; 
for example: “The cartoonist is most likely 
commenting on the irony that women are already 
given rights yet they must fight to obtain them and 
use them fully” (p. 2).

S
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf)

page 1 of 4

Examples of Students’ Writing with 
Rationales—Proficient
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)

page 2 of 4

Place SCAN Here 
size @ 80%
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)

page 3 of 4
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Interpretation of 
Source I

• Interpretation of the 
source is logical, 
specific, and adept, 
demonstrating 
a sound 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

The writer’s assertion that President Johnson 
possessed a modern liberal perspective in terms 
of wealth distribution and racial equality is logical; 
for example: “Johnson’s excerpt clearly defines his 
modern liberal point of view, through his will and 
desire to create equal opportunity for all” (p. 1).

The concepts of equal opportunity and quality of life 
are repeated, but adeptly interpreted, demonstrating a 
sound understanding of links to liberalism.

Pf

Interpretation of 
Source II

• Interpretation of the 
source is logical, 
specific, and adept, 
demonstrating 
a sound 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

The writer’s understanding that the source is 
discussing the denial of rights by the Canadian 
government in the past is logical. The writer’s 
assertion that there has been a loss of culture 
and mobility rights is specific. They recognize that 
these abuses have had a long-term impact on the 
development of Aboriginal society and there is a need 
for the Canadian government to reconcile for its past 
injustices.

The links to liberalism are adept, referring to the abuse 
of human rights, exclusion based on race, and equal 
opportunity within society. This demonstrates a sound 
understanding of modern liberalism.

Pf

Social Studies 30–1 January 2019 Written‑response Assignment I

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Proficient
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Interpretation of 
Source III

• Interpretation of the 
source is logical, 
specific, and adept, 
demonstrating 
a sound 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

The writer’s interpretation that “It is reasonable to infer 
that the cartoonist is presenting the issues dealing 
with equal wages and opportunities for women, as 
well as simple rights, such as voting, where women 
do not even have those rights in some countries” (p. 
3) is specific, demonstrating a sound understanding of 
links to liberalism.

The writer demonstrates an adept awareness of the 
modern liberal perspective depicted in the cartoon.

Pf

Relationships

• The explanation 
of relationship(s) 
is capable and 
purposeful.

The writer identifies that the common thread among 
the sources is the “importance of rights and freedoms, 
and allowing all people rights and freedoms despite 
their differences” (p. 3). The purposeful discussion 
of the sources further demonstrates the proficient 
understanding of the assigned task.

Pf

Communication

• Vocabulary is 
appropriate and 
specific.

• Sentence structure 
is controlled and 
effective. 

• The writing 
demonstrates 
capable control 
of mechanics and 
grammar and 
is purposefully 
organized.

Vocabulary is appropriate and specific; for example: 
“oppressed” (p. 1), “detrimental” (p. 2), and 
“reconciliation” (p. 4).

Sentence structure is controlled and effective; for 
example: “Furthermore, he states that ‘The Great 
Society’ relies on equal opportunity for all, and the 
ability for all to generate wealth and improve quality of 
life” (p. 1).

The writer demonstrates capable control of mechanics 
and grammar; for example: “However, the cartoonist 
also portrays a woman telling a young girl about how 
women must fight for their rights, and conveys the 
message that sometimes in order to be equal it may 
take generations of work” (p. 3).

Pf
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page 1 of 5

Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E)

Examples of Students’ Writing 
with Rationales—Excellent
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)

page 2 of 5
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)

Place SCAN Here 
size @ 80%

page 3 of 5
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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page 5 of 5

Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)

Place SCAN Here 
size @ 80%
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2019 Written-Response Assignment I

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Excellent

SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Interpretation of 
Source I

• Interpretation 
of the source is 
sophisticated, 
insightful, 
and precise, 
demonstrating 
a perceptive 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

The writer demonstrates a sophisticated interpretation 
of President Johnson’s progressive legislation 
targeting the need for greater social equality.

The writer perceptively describes how President 
Johnson is responding to “illiberal actions within a 
liberal nation” (p. 2) and precisely links it to the civil 
rights movement against the injustice they were 
facing.

E

Interpretation of 
Source II

• Interpretation 
of the source is 
sophisticated, 
insightful, 
and precise, 
demonstrating 
a perceptive 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

The writer demonstrates an insightful interpretation of 
the source by revealing Mill’s recognition that when 
societies protect rights and freedoms, the majority 
may restrict the rights of minorities.

The writer perceptively pursues this idea by linking 
Mill’s beliefs to the illiberal actions taken by the 
Canadian government.

E

Interpretation of 
Source III

• Interpretation 
of the source is 
sophisticated, 
insightful, 
and precise, 
demonstrating 
a perceptive 
understanding of 
links to liberalism.

The writer demonstrates precision by recognizing that 
although Mill was a classical liberal, his progressive 
views regarding equality align with the modern liberal 
views presented in the cartoon.

The recognition of the discrimination and inequality 
that women have historically faced reveals a 
perceptive understanding of the problems of historical 
liberalism that endure to the present day.

E
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Relationships

• The explanation 
of relationship(s) 
is perceptive and 
thorough.

The overarching theme regarding modern liberal 
responses to illiberal practices is thoroughly 
developed.

The writer perceptively acknowledges how 
manipulation of minority groups by the majority 
resulted in “Tyranny of the Majority” (p. 4).

E

Communication

• Vocabulary is 
precise and 
deliberately chosen.

• Sentence structure 
is controlled and 
sophisticated.

• The writing 
demonstrates 
skillful control of 
mechanics and 
grammar and 
is judiciously 
organized.

The use of vocabulary (for example: “foresight” (p. 1), 
“condemnation” (p. 3), and “extrapolated” (p. 4)) is 
deliberately chosen.

The sentence structure is controlled and 
sophisticated; for example: “So while Mill is often 
referenced under the umbrella of Classical Liberal 
philosophers, his progressive view points lend 
themselves nicely to the modern liberalist perspective 
on equality carried across by the source and its 
creator” (p. 4).

E
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2019 
Written‑response Assignment II
ASSIGNMENT II: Value: 30% of the total examination mark
Position Paper Suggested time: 90 to 105 minutes
 Suggested word count range: 750 to 1600 words

Analyze the following source and complete the assignment.

Source

Individuals have a responsibility to participate in the 
democratic process. Without their active participation, 
the country would be vulnerable to abuse of power.

Assignment

To what extent should we embrace the ideological 
perspective(s) reflected in the source?

Write an essay in which you must:

• analyze the source to demonstrate an understanding of the ideological 
perspective(s) reflected in the source

• establish and argue a position in response to the question presented

• support your position and arguments by using evidence from your knowledge and 
understanding of social studies

Reminders for Writing

• Organize your essay

• Proofread your essay
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page 1 of 3

Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S)

Examples of Students’ Writing with 
Rationales—Satisfactory
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)

page 2 of 3
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1 January 2019 Written‑response Assignment II

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Satisfactory

SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Analysis of Source

• The analysis of the 
source is conventional 
and straightforward; 
a generalized 
understanding of 
the ideological 
perspective(s) is 
demonstrated

The writer recognizes the ideological perspective 
of the source as modern liberal. The writer 
analyzes the source in a conventional manner by 
comparing democracy with dictatorships along 
with individuals associated with each. 

S

Argumentation

• The position 
established is 
generally supported 
by appropriately 
chosen and developed 
argument(s)

• The argumentation 
is straightforward 
and conventional, 
demonstrating 
an adequate 
understanding of the 
assignment.

• The relationship 
between the position 
taken, argumentation, 
and the ideological 
perspective presented 
in the source is 
generally developed.

The writer’s position, embracing the source to the 
full extent, is generally supported by appropriately 
chosen arguments. 

The argument that “the importance of active 
participation in society has been shown throughout 
history many times” (p. 2) demonstrates an 
adequate understanding of the assignment. 
Argumentation is straightforward, as demonstrated 
by the writer’s assertion that “It is clearly shown 
the consequences that arise from the abuse of 
power in a government” (p. 2).

The relationship between the position taken and 
argumentation is generally developed as it returns 
to the importance of individuals participating in the 
democratic process. 

S
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Evidence

• Evidence is 
conventional and 
straightforward.

• The evidence may 
contain minor 
errors and a 
mixture of relevant 
and extraneous 
information.

• A generalized and 
basic discussion 
reveals an acceptable 
understanding of social 
studies knowledge and 
its application to the 
assignment.

The writer’s discussion of case studies, including 
the Nazi regime and the Soviet Union, is 
conventional and straightforward. 

There is a mixture of relevant and extraneous 
information as demonstrated by the use of 
Sweden’s cradle-to-grave approach.

The civil rights movement evidence reveals an 
acceptable understanding of social studies 
knowledge and its application to the assignment. 

S

Communication

• The writing is 
straightforward and 
functionally organized.

• Control of syntax, 
mechanics, and 
grammar is adequate.

• Vocabulary is 
conventional and 
generalized.

• There may be 
occasional lapses 
in control and minor 
errors; however, 
the communication 
remains generally clear.

The writing is straightforward and functionally 
organized.

Control of syntax, mechanics, and grammar is 
adequate; for example: “In Canada there is the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms which states our 
essential and fundamental rights and freedoms in 
a democracy” (p. 3) .

Vocabulary is characteristic of a Satisfactory 
response; for example: “leading thinker: (p. 1), 
“killed millions and millions” (p. 1), “government in 
check” (p. 2), and “great quality of life” (p. 3). 

S
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page 1 of 4

Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf)

Examples of Students’ Writing with 
Rationales—Proficient
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)

page 4 of 4
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Analysis of Source

• The analysis of the 
source is capable 
and adept; a sound 
understanding of 
the ideological 
perspective(s) is 
demonstrated.

The writer capably demonstrates an understanding 
of the ideological perspective in the source by 
linking it to the ideas of John Locke and the 
democratic ideal of ruling by the consent of the 
people.

A sound understanding of the role individuals play 
through active and engaged citizenship to prevent 
an abuse of power is maintained in the response.

Pf

Argumentation

• The position 
established is 
persuasively supported 
by purposefully 
chosen and developed 
argument(s).

• The argumentation 
is logical and 
capably developed, 
demonstrating a sound 
understanding of the 
assignment.

• The relationship 
between the position 
taken, argumentation, 
and the ideological 
perspective presented 
in the source is clearly 
developed.

The writer presents a persuasive argument that 
“People have used the democratic processes to 
bring forth much needed reform to institutions who 
have abused their power” (p. 1).

The writer logically follows that argument by 
presenting the alternative situation where “in the 
absence of people engaging in the democratic 
processes, regimes can abuse their power to hurt 
and unfairly hold back anyone they wish” (pp. 2-3).

The writer’s contention that sometimes even 
democracies fail to protect citizens’ rights 
demonstrates a sound understanding.

A clear relationship between the position, 
argumentation, and the ideological perspective is 
sustained.

Pf

Social Studies 30–1 January 2019 Written‑response Assignment II

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Proficient
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Evidence

• Evidence is specific 
and purposeful.

• Evidence may contain 
some minor errors.

• A capable and adept 
discussion of evidence 
reveals a solid 
understanding of social 
studies knowledge and 
its application to the 
assignment. 

The evidence presented regarding the civil rights 
movement and the conditions in Nazi Germany is 
specific and purposeful. The acknowledgement 
of the march on Montgomery, the identification of 
Germany’s single-party state, and the recognition 
that Hitler came to power largely through popular 
support exemplify this understanding.

The writer’s recognition that it was not just 
Jews who were victimized by the Nazis, but that 
other vulnerable groups suffered in the absence 
of an engaged citizenry, demonstrates a solid 
understanding of social studies and its application 
to the assignment.

Pf

Communication

• The writing is clear and 
purposefully organized.

• Control of syntax, 
mechanics, and 
grammar is capable.

• Vocabulary is 
appropriate and 
specific.

• Minor errors 
in language 
do not impede 
communication.

The response is purposefully organized, with 
argumentation presented at the start of paragraphs 
and concluding sentences used at the end of 
paragraphs.

Control of syntax and mechanics is capable; for 
example: “However, people’s engagement in 
the democratic processes can sometimes fail in 
protecting people’s civil liberties, as they did in the 
case of 1930s Germany” (p. 3).

Vocabulary is consistently appropriate and 
specific; for example: “illegitimate” (p. 1), 
“consolidation of power” (p. 3), and “credibility” 
(p. 3).

Pf
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Examples of Students’ Writing 
with Rationales—Excellent

Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E)
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Assignment II Responses
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
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Social Studies 30–1, January 2019 
Assignment II Responses
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Analysis of Source

• The analysis of the 
source is insightful 
and sophisticated; 
a comprehensive 
understanding of 
the ideological 
perspective(s) is 
demonstrated.

The writer’s discussion concerning relevant liberal 
thinkers’ assertions that governments “should be 
held accountable for actions that counteract the 
protection of these rights, and that a government 
acting against the needs of the people should be 
abolished” (p. 1) is comprehensively developed. 

The writer demonstrates a sophisticated 
understanding by recognizing that Enlightenment 
thinkers generally supported citizenship rights but 
only for a limited portion of the population. 

E

Argumentation

• The position 
established is 
convincingly supported 
by judiciously chosen 
and developed 
argument(s).

• The argumentation 
is consistent 
and compelling, 
demonstrating 
an insightful 
understanding of the 
assignment.

• The relationship 
between the position 
taken, argumentation, 
and the ideological 
perspective 
presented in the 
source is perceptively 
developed.

The writer’s position that authoritarian regimes 
place restrictions on eligible candidates and 
limit the citizens’ ability to actively participate is 
judiciously supported by a discussion of controlled 
participation in the USSR.

The writer consistently argues that “By extending 
universal suffrage, a government is giving all 
citizens an opportunity to actively participate in the 
decision-making process” (p. 3).

The writer consistently supports the established 
position through a discussion of the relationship 
between the ability to dissent and the 
accountability of the government.  The writer 
perceptively concludes that “though intended 
to protect against the “abuse of power,” some 
interpretations of “active participation” have not 
succeeded in preventing these abuses” (pp. 4-5).

E
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SCORING CRITERIA RATIONALE SCORE

Evidence

• Evidence is 
sophisticated and 
deliberately chosen.

• The relative absence of 
error is impressive.

• A thorough and 
comprehensive 
discussion of evidence 
reveals an insightful 
understanding of social 
studies knowledge and 
its application to the 
assignment. 

The writer’s selection of evidence reflects a 
sophisticated understanding of social studies 
knowledge.

The thorough and comprehensive discussion 
of both controlled participation and reactions 
to dissent within the USSR, contrasted with 
the effectiveness of dissent in eliminating 
“discriminatory laws” (p. 4) in South Africa, is 
sophisticated.

The student insightfully notes that although 
“inequalities still linger, the government is held 
accountable” (p. 4) through the representative 
government in South Africa. 

E

Communication

• The writing is fluent, 
skillfully structured, 
and judiciously 
organized.

• Control of syntax, 
mechanics, 
and grammar is 
sophisticated.

• Vocabulary is precise 
and deliberately 
chosen.

• The relative absence of 
error is impressive.

The writing is skillfully structured and judiciously 
organized.

The writer’s control of syntax and grammar is 
sophisticated; for example: “As a result, people 
turned to acts of civil disobedience to convey their 
dissent of apartheid, but the government quelled 
these demonstrations with harsh measures, 
resulting in many civilian deaths because of 
excessive police force” (p. 3).

Vocabulary is precise and deliberately chosen; for 
example: “destabilizing” (p. 1), “expulsion” (p. 2), 
“engineered genocide” (p. 2), “comprised” (p. 3), 
and “linger” (p. 4).

E
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